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TO THE 


Right Reverend Father in Gon 


EDMUND 


Lord Biſhop of LONDON. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


HE Liberty I humbly 
take in prefixing your 
Lordſhip's Name to 

this ſmall Tract, is founded 

upon that fingular Goodneſs 
and Humanity, which encou- 

A 2 rage 


(iy) 

rage the Loweſt Atteſnpts to 
ſerve the Cauſe of Religion, 
from the meaneſt of your Cler- 
oy. The Intereſt of Chriſti- 
anity has found a Faithful and 
Strenuous Advocate in your 
Lordſhip ; and the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, and the Proteſtant 
Cauſe are exceedingly indebt- 
ed to your Lordſhip's Care and 
Vigilance in guarding this 
large Dioceſe againſt the ſe- 
cret and aſſiduous Applica- 
tion of Romfſh Emiſſaries, who 
are convinc'd, how impoſlible 
at is, that Popery ſhould ever 
triumph over the Britiſh Li- 
berties, without corrupting the 
Principles, 


* 
Principles, and defacing the 
Beauty of this Reformed 
Church. 


THAT God would preſerve 
to your Lordſhip a long Life 
for the Defence and Ornament 
of this Church and Nation, is 


the Ardent Prayer of, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſbip, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt dutiful and 


— 


moſt obedient Servant, 


Hampſtead, 
March 28, 1735. 


THO. LEwis. 


INQUIRY 


Into the 


SHAPE; the BeauTy, and STATURE 
OF THE 


Perſon of CHRIST, 


And of the 


VIRGIN MARY. 


The FIRST PART. 


„ 


PON the Fall of Man was the 
> Meſſiah promiſed ; and the old 
IR Hebrews were ſo well inſtruct- 
ed by the Prophets, that they 
formed very juſt Notions of the Nature 
of his Office, and of the Meanneſs of his 
Perſon. *The Seed of the Woman was 
B 10 


Geneſ. iii. 15. 


— . 


—— 


(2) 
to bruiſe the Serpent's Head; the Redeemer 
was to be born of a Virgin, to aſſume the 
whole Human Nature, to be ſubject like 
other Men to all the Miſeries and Diſtreſſes 
attending it, and at laſt by an opprobrious 


Death, to deſtroy the Power of the Devil, and 


by that mcans to accompliſh the Salvation 
of the World. Theſe in general were the 
Sentiments of the old Jews, but theit Po- 
ſterity (eſpecially towards the End of their 
Republick) entertained quite different Con- 
ceptions of the Meſſiah, * expecting a 
mighty Monarch (like Cyrus or Alexander) 
and a Conqueror of Kingdoms, to deliver 
them from the Talons of the Roman Ea- 
gle, and extend their Empire over all the 
Nations of the Earth. + He is to rebuild 
the Temple, (ſay the modern Fews) to 

raiſe 


FJeſus Chriſ/us ſecundum aſpectum exteriorem nullam 
prætulit ſpeciem talis Perſonæ 1 Judai Meſſiam fore fi- 
di per ſuaſerunt Nullum in ipſo fuiſſe % {oy Tan idbgs 
non pectus elatum. ſcintillantes oculos, vultus Severitatem Ma- 
jeſtatemque & Celſitatem animi ad alta adſpirantis, geſtu motu- 
que Corporis ex preſſam, & quæ ſimilia hujus generts viderentur 
ons poſſe vindicem Libertatis Publicæ & Heroem de- 

ellaturum Gentes Populoſque; contra vero Dominus Feſus 
aſpectu, motu, omni humilis, &c. Vitringa in Elalam, 
cap. 53. | 

Gra & Carnales Fadai finxerunt Mefiam futurum Monar- 
cham al:quem Cyro vel Alexandro Magno fimilem, qui armis 
Victricibus totum terrarum Orbem edomiturus eſſet, & im- 
== ſuo ſubjecturus. Ludovici Capelli Notz Criticæ in 

* 03: 

F Keres Addreſs ts the Jews, p. 24, and 94. 


1 

raiſe all our Anceſtors from the Dead from 
Abraham, to be the Arbitrator of Diffe- 
rences between Pagan Kings, and to con- 
vert the World to our Religion. He is 
to treat his Subjects with the Female Le- 
vial hau, preſerv d in Salt by God from the 
Creation, to entertain them with Behe- 
mot h, which cats the Graſs of a thouſand 
Mountains in one Day, and with the Bird 
Zix, which is ſo big, that one of her Eggs 
falling, deſtroyed and overwhelmed ſixty 
Villages. 


SUCH was to be the Power of the Me 
Lab, and with regard to his Perſon,* his 
Form was to be Noble and Majeſtick, his 
Body framed by the moſt exact Proportion, 
his Stature tall and Princely, his Counte- 
nance charming and moſt lovely to his 
Friends, but dreadful and terrible to his E- 
nemies, his Eyes engaging the Affection and 
Eſteem of his Followers, but darting Fire 
and ſcattering Death and Confuſion among 
all that oppoſe him : + They could not it 
ſeems dignify him ſufficiently, without rai- 

B 2 ſing 
® Confutation of the Hope of the Jews, 24 Tart, by Dr. 


Bllix. p. 14. 
1 Bibl. Orient. c. 5. p. 2390. 


(4) 
fing his Stature to ſo Gigantick a Size, as to 
be able to ſtand with one Foot on Mount 
Horeb, and the other on Mount S$;na:. 


Turk FJews, ſeduced with theſe great 
Expectations, were ſcandalized at the out- 
ward Appearance, the Humility and Mean- 
neſs of our Saviour's Perſon, and rather 
than receive him as the Meſſiab, denied 
and perverted the Prophecies, which fore- 
| told that Chriſt was to appear without a= 
ny Marks of Pomp and Grandeur, but. in 

Circumſtances low and forbidding, with- 
out any thing extraordinary or inviting 

either in his Perſon or Fortune, For this 

purpoſe, that famous Text in Iſaiah (ever 

literally underſtood by the old Hebrews) 

was miſapplicd by Abarbinel; * He ſhall 
1 grow up before him as a tender Plant, 
and as a Root out of a dry Ground, he hath 
4A no Form nor Comelineſs, and when we ſhall 
ſee him, there is no Beauty that we ſhould 
L deſire him. The literal Senſe, ſays he, of 
this Paſſage, deſcribes a Man ill-ſhaped, 
deformed, melancholy, of a dejected Look 
and a weak Conſtitution, which cannot 


| | 

relate to the Meſſiah, becauſe the wileſt 
| Part 
| 


r onde tt 


®* Abarbinel in Jai. li, ver. 2. 


— — 


. | 

Part of Chriſtians contend that the Meſ- 
ſiah was exceeding handſome, lovely and 
agrecable, Obſerve the Advantage taken 
by a crafty Few, who evades the force of 
a moſt remarkable Prophecy, on account 
of a fantaſtical Opinion embraced by 
Chriſtians, concerning the Shape and Beau- 
ty of our Saviour's Perſon. 


Tae Writers of the Church have been 
commonly divided when they had occaſion 
to ſpeak upon this Subject. The Fathers 
of the firſt Centuries have been of contrary 
Sentiments, ſome aſcribing the moſt ex- 
travagant Beauties and Accompliſhments 
to the Body of Chriſt, others again de- 
grading it to the loweſt ſtate of Uglinefs 
and Deformity. The Romiſb Writers (ſome = 
very few excepted) contend tenaciouſly for 
the outward Beauty of our Saviour's Body. 
This Opinion is likewiſe followed by ma- 
ny Learned among Proteſtants, but with 
quite different Effects. The Popiſh Cler. 
gy bind this Doctrine upon the Conſci- 
ences of their Subjects, and raiſe a deal 
of Pageantry and Superſtition upon it. 
« #There are few Chriſtians (ſays Father 

Cel. 
® See his Diſſertation before the Prophecy Iaiab. : 


ö 
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« Calmet) who would not engage to prove 
by irreſiſtible Arguments the Beauty, of 
their Saviour, who would not feel ſome 
< ſort of Indignation to hear it doubted or 
« diſputed. The Pulpits reſound the Prai- 
te ſes of this God incarnate, the moſt beau- 
ce tiful of the Children of Men; Books of 
« Picty and Devotion are full of them.” * 
It ſeems it is the higheſt Blaſphemy to 
call it in queſtion, to ſuſpect that The 
Queen of Angels (as they call her) ſhould 
bring forth a Son with no Diſtinction of 

Beauty upon his Perſon, but upon a level 
with the meaneſt of his Subjects. Were 
this Doctrine received, what would become 
of thoſe fine Statues and Paintings of the 
Virgin Mary and her Son, which are ſo 
beautifully drawn and carved on purpoſe 
to inſpire a Falſe and Enthuſiaſtick Piety, 
and to promote Image-Worſhip and Ido- 
Jatry ? The Mother repreſented like the 
Cyprian Goddeſs, the Son like Cupid, with 
Features and Poſtures moſt unmanly and 
effeminate? Thus they expreſs the Infancy 
of Chriſt : The Virgin in the moſt beauti- 
ful 


* Yet (the ſame Father goes on) I cannot belp confeſſng, that 
the Reaſons and Arguments that are urged againſt the Beauty 
of Chriſt's Body, are at leaſt as ſtrong as theſe generally brought 
to aſſert it. 


(7) 

fal Figure, dreſſed in an embroider'd Robe 
(after the Cuſtom of the Eaſl) fits upon a 
Chair of State gilt with Gold attended by 
an Ethiopian ; the * Infant with golden 
Rays of Glory about his Head, upon a rich 
Mantle lies in her Lap; and Foſeph in a 
Gown of Purple is ſeen upon his Knees, 
looking as if he was tranſported with the 
Charms and Lovelineſs of the Child's Bo- 

dy. Whereas (lays Chry/oſtom ) they 
ſhould rather have repreſented a poor nar- 
row Cottage, a vile filthy Manger, || with 
an Ox and an Aſs tied to it, much fitter 
for Beaſts than Men; a Child cover'd with 
the worſt of Rags, the Mother ſcarce having 


one Gown not worn for the Ornament of 
her 


* This Repreſentation, one would think, was in ſome meaſure 
copied from what is ſaid to have paſſed between Auguſtus Cæſar 
and the Sibylla Tiburtina. Circumfertur de Tiburtina Sibylla 
quæ, dubitante de Imperio Imperatore Auguſto, evocata in 
Adyta Templi Palatini, quod nunc Ax Col i vocatur, Impera- 
torem oculos juſſit in Cœlum attollere, ubi oſtendit Virginem 
in formũ ſingulari divins facie micantem, quæ ulnis contine- 
bat filium radiis Lucis coruſcantem, qui in Globo Lunæ cum 
Matre ſu ſedebat. Hunc, inquit iſtac contuens Sibylla, verum 
Deum veramque Hominem brevi ſuſtinebit tellus, qui Mun- 
di futurus Rex & Dominus, & hic ſolus inter homines co- 
lendus eſt & adorandus ; Hic Puer major te eft, hune adors ; 
Quibus commorus Ceſar in poſterum non expetivit Titulum 
humani Dominii. Notæ in Librum cui Titulus Inandite 
Curioſitates, p. 353. 

+ Chryſoſt. in Matth. ii. 

Athanaſ. de Nativ. Chriſti. This Father upon the/ame 
Place obſerves, that by this means the Ox knew his Owner, 
and the Aſs his Matter's Crib, 


(8) 
her Body, but out of meer Neceſſity to 
cover her. Hadſt {thou (ys the pi- 
« ous St. Anſelm) made thy Entrance into 
* thy own World with all the Pomp and 
« State of Earthly Princes, yet even thus 
te the Condeſcenſion had been amazing: 
% but when thou wert born, there was no 
* room for thee in the Inn, no Bed or 
« Cradle of State, but a Manger and a Stable 
c only. Learn what an Eſtimate you 
* ought to make of painted Roofs and 
* curious Hangings, when the King of 
“Kings deſpifcg thoſe Vanities, and rather 
< choſe to grace the Mattrices of the Poor, 
« preferred a Truſs of Straw and a Cratch 
« in common With Beaſts, before your Down 
« and all your Silks and Velyets.” | 


THE Nativity of Chriſt under theſe mean 
Circumſtances is no way agrecable to the 
Pomp and Magnificence aſſumed by the 
Romiſb Church; who, the more effeQually 
to promote the Intereſt of Idolatry, repre- 
ſents the Birth of the Meſſiab as of the 
Son of the greateſt Monarch, and gives a 
Character of his Mother, as if ſhe were 
more than Mortal, as if all the Elements 

and 

+ Anſelm't Meditations, chap. 4. publiſhed by Stanhope, = 


(9) 


and the whole Creation paid Homage to 
her, and attended upon her at the time of 
her Delivery. Upon the Day of the 
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Nativity, (ſays a good * Catholick) the 
Sun burniſht his Face, the better to illuſ- 
trate the World, and to appear gracious 
in her ſight, who carried in her Breaſt a 
Fire purer and clearer than his own 
Rays, The Earth put on her freſheſt 
Green, and the Flowers ſpread their 
dainty Leaves, and made a ſweet Ex- 
change of Odours with her, yet hung 
their Heads to ſee themſelves both in 
Colour and Scent ſo far ſuprpaſſed. The 
Trees advanc'd their curled Heads, 
and compos'd their Looks within the 
Cryſtal Streams who ſeemed to dance 
after their own Murmur. Amongſt the 
Beaſts, their King laid by his Fierceneſs, 
and not one of his Subjects was found 
ſavage or polluted that Day. Then was 
the Proverb croſſed, for the Worm be- 
ing trod on would not turn again, leſt 
ſhe ſhould prove unlike her meekeſt Mil 
treſs. In the very Bowels of the Earth, 

C | «© the 


® See the Life of the Virgin Mary, written by Anthony Stat” 


ford, p. 14. 
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« the Minerals and the Stones more pre- 
« cjous, aſſumed their quicker Sparks, as 
« Emblems of her Splendor. The Ocean 
« had not a Wrinkle in his Face, thou- 
« ſands of Halcyons hover'd o'cr his Head, 
and his Tritons blew ſo loud, that their 
ec Notes ſounded the very bottom of the 
« Deep. Within his vaſt Dominion was 
« no Diſcord that day ; for the greater 
of the Fiſh forſook their Prey, and the 
« ſmaller (wam in that Security, that the 
<« Sprat bearded the Dolphin, and play d 
with the Noſe of the over-grown Whale. 
« The Birds ſung their choiceſt Aires, the 
e Fowls flew nearer the Earth to ſalute her, 
« and their tow'ring Lord the Eagle 
« brought his young ones to try their Eyes 
« at this new-born Light. The Air it (elf 
« was like her, gentle, and being inviſible, 
«« came to ſtea! a Kiſs from her Cherry 
&« Lips, ſoft and ſmooth as were his own. 


„ The Winds (conceiving their Silence 


* would beſt pleaſc) kept themſelves with- 
« in their Dens, only Zephyrus was let 
“ looſe to fan the Pink and Violet, and 
<« play the wanton with the Roſe.” It 
would be endleſs to collect from theſe ſort 

| | of 
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of Writers what they have ſaid upon this 
Subject; for the ſame delicate ſtrain of Rhap- 
ſody and ſublime Nonſenſe, runs through 
moſt of the Books of Piety and Devotion 
in uſe among the preſent Voraries of this 
corrupt Church. | | 


* THE Cameronans (a Race of Men a- 
mong the Scots the moſt averſe in the World 
to Popery and Image- Worſhip) find a ſtrange 
Delight in the Contemplation of our Savi- 
our s Beauty. They imagine that the Deſcrip- 
tion of the Spouſe in the Canticles is lite- 
rally to be underſtood of the Perſon of 
Chrift. + My Beloved is white and rud- 
dy, the chiefeſt among ten thouſand; his 
Head is as the moſt fine Gold, his Locks 
are buſhy and black as a Raven. His Eyes 
are as the Eyes of Doves by the Rivers 
of Waters, waſhed with Milk and fitly 


ſet. His Cheeks are as a Bed of Spices, 


as feveet. Flowers, his Lips like Lillies 
dropping feveer ſmelling Myrrh. His 
C 2 Hands 

* See Rutherford's Sermons throughout, &c. 
F Solomon's Song, chap. v. ver. 10, 11, 12, &c. The Con- 


gents before his Chapter in our Bibles, call theſe Verſes, a De- 
{cription of Chriſt by his Graces. 


112) 
Hands are as Gold Rings ſet with the 
Beryl, his Belly is as bright Tvory over- 
laid with Sapphires. His Legs are as 
Pillars of Marble ſet upon Sockets of fine 
Gold, his Countenance is as Lebanon, ex- 
cellent as the Cedars. His Mouth is moſt 
ſweet, yea he is altogether lovely. Tranſ- 
ported with theſe Myftical Repreſentations, 
theſe Devotioniſis fall into unaccountable 
Raptures; they impatiently deſire to-#hrow 
themſelves into his Embraces, to kiſs his 
ſweet-Lips, to preſs him cloſe, to lean, to 
roll upon him and have their fill of Lave. 
So fatal have been the Effects of this Doc- 
trine of our Saviour's Beauty, that with 
the Papiſts it produced Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition, and with theſe SefFarsfts it turn d 
into Wantonneſs, Madneſs and Enthu- 
ſiaſm ! 


A DEcenT Inquiry therefore into this 
Subject can be no Degradation to the Dig- 
nity of our Saviour's divine Perſon; for 
the Fundamentals of Religion in no man- 
ner depend upon the Figure and Com- 
plexion of the Meſiah. The whole Hu- 
man N ature belongs equally to a ſhort Per 

ſon 
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fon as to one ever ſo tall, to the moſt un- 
handſome as well as to the moſt beautiful; 
ſo that the Benefits of our Redemption 
have no concern with the Form, or Shape, 


or Stature of our Redeemer. The Beneti- 


cent Father of Mankind knows no reſpect 
of Perſons, the moſt Lovely and the moſt 
Ungraceful are his Creatures and Favourites 
alike ; otherwiſe, in how deplorable a State 
are thoſe who labour under the Misfortunc 
of Natural or Accidental Deformities, .if 
the Lord of the Univerſe rcſerv'd the ſpe- 
cial Marks of his Eſteem and Fayour for the 
moſt beautiful Part of his Creation? Theſe 
are Diſtinctions that relate only to this /ower 
Wortd ; and this is ſo far from being the 
Caſe between the Almighty and his poor 
Creatures, that the Lame, the Maimed, the 
Halt, the Blind will be admitted into his 
Kingdom, when the Handſome and the 
Fine-ſhaped, who valued themſelves upon 
their Bodily Accompliſhments, upon being 
without Spot, or Wrinkle, or Diſtortion, 
will be ſhut out. 


WuArBVER Difference of Opinion 


there may be, concerning that wherein con- 
BY ſiſts 


(14) 
ſiſts the Beauty of a Man's Perſon, yet there 
is a kind of general Taſte among all Nati- | 
ons that decide this Matter : This, however, 
is a certain Je-ne-ſgai-quoi which is hard to 
be explained. Some admire a black Com- 
plexion, others a ſwarthy, ſome love an O- 
live Colour, others a White; a large Noſe 
is in ſome places eſteemed beautiful, an A- 
quiline in others has the preference, even 
the ſhort and flat Noſe has its Beauty; 
Black Eyes are thought graceful, ſo are Grey: 
but I think it is univerſally agreed, that a 
Man of a proper Height, of a proportiona- 
ble Bulk, a Majeſtick Air and obliging Look; 
who has a quick Eye, a well-ſhaped Mouth, 
a fine and delicate Complexion, a Gait and 
Motion eaſy and free, and is of a ſtrong 
and active Conſtitution, will always be ac- 
counted a handſome Perſonage in all Na- 
tions. On the contrary, a Man of an ill 
deformed Shape, of a Size leſs than com- 
mon, of a mean, melancholy, gloomy A(- 
pect, a forbidding Countenance, of an un. 
ſteady Gait, whoſe Limbs bear no Propor- 
tion; a Man under this unfortunate Ap- 
pearance, can never captivate the Eyes, or 
paſs for Handſome in any Part of the World. 
But 


En 

But without having all theſe DefeRs, or all 
thoſe Accompliſhments, one may obſerve a 
certain Mean between Beauty and Defor- 
mity, in which the greateſt part of Man- 
kind are found ; who, without pretending 
to be handſome, would be highly affronted 
if you was to upbraid them with being ugly 
or diſagreeable. 


'TroSE who contend zealouſly for the 
Beauty of our Saviour's Body, imagine they 
can never give him Beauty enough. Every 
thing, it ſeems, that could contribute to the 
Gracefulneſs of a Perſon muſt neceſſarily 
concur in the Conception of the Meſſiah: 
The Exceſſes of the Father or Mothey In- 
conveniencies in the time of Breeding, or 
Delivery, the force of a diſorder'd Fancy, 
have a great Influence upon the Shape, the 
Temper and Conſtitution of the Child. 
But Feſus Chriſt, ſay the Papiſts, was born 
of a Virgin Mother very pure and very wiſe: 
She had no Irregularity of Imagination, none 
of the common Ailments that attend being 
with Child and Lying- in, no Diſorder in 
Management and Conduct. The Body of 
our Saviour muſt have been the moſt perfect 

Work, 
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Work, ſubjet to no Pains or Diſcaſes 


brought upon other Men by Infirmities of 
Nature, and a thouſand unforeſeen Acci- 
dents, being born of a moſt immaciate 
Virgin by the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Virgin Mary is the great Idol of the 
Papiſts, ſhe is never mentioned without 
Hail Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Hea- 
ven, Empreſs of Seraphims, and Lady of 


the Univerſe. Her Votaries, like the old 


* Collyridians, worſhip her with + divine Ho- 
nours, and make her more than mortal in 
all the Actions of her Life, whereas ſhe is 
very ſparingly mentioned by the Holy Wri- 
ters, they tell us nothing of her Parents, not 
fo much as their Names 4, ſhe was a poor 

| diſcon- 


* Heretick; that invoł d the Holy Virgin; they appeared in 
the fourth Age. | 

+ O ſacred Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Angels, 
Empreſs of the Saints, Reſuge of Sinners, and my ſpecial Patro- 
neſs and Advocate, unto thy Cuſtody I commit and recommend 
my ſelf with all the Powers, Paſſions and Motions of my ny and 
Mind, and all living and dead, but eſpecially thoſe whom I 
ſhould or would pray for : Humbly intreating thee, thro' thy all 
Mercies and Merits, thy Privileges and Power, and by whatever 
is deareſt unto thee, that we may be admitted to be thy Chil- 
dren, Servants and Devotees, that we may be protected, dirett- 
ed, aſſified and comforted by thee, and that by thee we may be 
preſented to God the Father who created us, to God thy Son who 
redeemed us, to God the Holy Ghoſt who ſanctiſied us, &c. 
Contemplations on the Life of Holy Mary, p. 101. 

+ Unleſs Heli mentioned in Luke iii. 23. be the ſame 4. 
Joakim, ſuppoſed to be her Father by the Latin Church. 
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diſconſolate Widow after the Death of her 
Son, and maintained by Charity, very few 
Circumſtances of her Life are related, and 
of her Death nothing at all. She was cer- 


tainly in general a pious and good Perſon, 
but not without Sin x. To exempt her 
from the natural Infirmities of her Sex, is 
to make her more than a Woman, and de- 
ſtroys a Fundamental Article of our Faith, 
that a Moman was the Mother of Chriſt. 
e If the Virgin (ſays a learned + Writer) 
« vere truly the Mother of Chriſt, as ſhe 
« certainly was, then there is no reaſon 
© to deny her in reſpect of him, whatſo- 
e ever is given to other Mothers in rela- 
te tion to the Fruit of their Womb. The 

6c Body 


* The Deſign of the Virgin Mary and her Relations was to 
take Chriſt up from preaching, with which Intention and Im- 
port unity they follow him from Place to Place. Here js an E- 
vidence of the Virgin Mary's Sinfulneſs 4s well as other Women's, 
if going about to flop Chriſt's Miniflry were a Sin, as certainly it 
was ; and therefore he gives ſo ſmart an Anſwer, Who is my 
Mother? Lightfoot Harmony, Fol. Edit. p. 29. 

Sit in Honore Maria; Pater & Filius & Spiritus Sanctus a- 
dorentur. Mariam nemo adoret, Deo debetar hoc Myſterium. 
Carnem induit Deus ex Sanaa Virgine, non tamen ut ado- 
retur Virgo, neque ut Deum hanc efficeret Chriſtus, Epiphan. 
contra Collyrid. Hæteſ. 79. 

Pear ſon on the Creed, Article the 4th. 
| Tantum ad Nativitatem, Carnis ex ſe dedit, quantum ex ſe 
fœeminæ edendorum Corporum ſuſceptis Originibus im pendunt. 
St. Hilar. de Trinitate. 
+ Pcarſon en the —— the 34, 
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« Body of Chriſt (ſays the ſame Author) 
« was really and truly humane, was alſo 
« frail and mortal, as being accompanied 
« with all thoſe natural Properties which 
« neceſſarily flow from the Condition of 
« a frail and mortal Body x. He took upon 
« him the Form of a Servant, and was 
« made in the Likeneſs of Men. It beho- 
« ved him in all things to be made like 
« unto his Brethren, to make Reconcilia- 
« tion for the Sins of the People. 


THERE is only one Text of Scripture 
that can reaſonably be alledged by the Ad. 
vocates for the Beauty of Chriſt. + Thou 
art fairer than the Children of Men, Grace 
is poured into thy Lips, therefore God hath 
bleſſed thee for ever. This Paſſage has al- 
ways been applied to the Meſſiab, and 
from 1t has bcen inferred, that our Saviour 
had the moſt handſome Perſon in the whole 

Crea- 


Chriſtus Infans in Cunis vagiit ſicut ex lac vere ſuxit, faſciis 
more cæterorum hominum naſcentium obligatus ; habuit 
corpus puerile & poſtea virile, finitum ſuis organicig partibus, 
ac proinde loco circumſeriptum, quas qualitates veri Corpo- 
ris eſſentiales nunquam abjecit neque abjiciet. Corpus tvit 
vſque ad mortem ipſam obnox ium humanis infirmitatibus. 
Langii Florileg. in Chriſti Nat ivit. 

* Heb, ii. 17. Philip, ii. 6, 7. 

+ P/al. xlv. 2. 
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Creation. The Modern Papiſts will by 
t) no means give up this Prediction, they un- 
o derſtand it literally, and raiſe a gaudy Su- 
d perſtructure of Foppery and Fantaſtry upon 
h : it. And yet moſt of the ancient Fathers of 
of the Church that I could conſult, give it a 
Mm * Myſtical and Figurative Interpretation, as 
4s Þ relating to the Beauty of Chriſt according 
to his Divinity. * St. Cyril of Alexan- 
Aria maintains, that the Beauty aſcrib'd to 
the Meſſiah in the Pſalms, is to be under- 
ſtood of the Beauty of the Mind, and that 

he appeared in a Form that had nothing 
re |} of outward Gracefulnels to recommend him. 
d. He was fairer than the Children of Men. 
ou „This Paſſage, ſays he, moſt certainly 
ce s ought to be underſtood of the Beauty of 
„ | « his Nature and the Glory of his Divinity 
l- 7 © for no Man can with any Reaſon aſſert, 
1d „ that Jeſus Chriſt was in the leaſt fair or 
ur « glorious in his human Body, or any 
le © ways valued himſelf upon the Charms 
da- ©* or Graces of his Perſon : for the great 
iis | © Myſtery of his Incarnation conſiſts in 
uit ( Humility and Abjection, as I/aiah writes, 
po- | « + He hath no Form nor Comelineſs, 
us. D 2 « and 


* Cyril Alexand. lib 1. Glaphyr. in Exod. 
+ Iſai. liii, 2. 


r 
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te and when we ſhall ſee him there is no 
« Beauty that we ſhall deſire him. The 
“ Son of God deſignedly choſe to appear in 
« a Shape or Form without Beauty, to let us 
e underſtand that the Fleſh when compared 
t to the Godhead is nothing. * Euſebius 
of Cæſarea explaining this Verſe of the 
P/almiſt, is of the ſame Opinion: He ex- 
ll preſly ſays, that we ought not to under- 

| ſtand the Words, of the outward Beauty of 

| Chriſt's Body, but of his Exemption from 
| the Guilt of Sin ; and by this Interpretation 
1 the Prophet T/azah docs not contradict the 
| P/almiſt, when he ſpeaks of the Unhand- 
| ſomeneſs of our Saviour's Perſon. ＋ St. 
| Baſil agrees, that this Beauty which the 
| i Pſalmiſt attributes to the Perſon of Chriſt, 
i did not conſiſt in the outward Symmetry of 

1 his Body, in the juſt Proportion of his Limbs, 
i or in the Delicacy of his Complexion, but 
1 in the Excellency of his divine Nature. 
1 Tertullian, ¶ St. Ambroſe, ++ Iſidore of 
Þ Peluſium, the Author of a Comment on 


A 


the 


* Euſeb. Ceſar. in Pſal. xlv. 

+ Baſil in Iſai. v. 
Tertull. lib. iii. contra Marcion. chap. xvii. 
Ep. 1. Claſſ. Ep. 29. ad Irenaum. 

++ 1/idor. Peluſ. lib. Ep. 130. 
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the P/alms printed in * St. Ferome's 
Name; and many others explain the Pal- 
ſage in a figurative Senſe, and apply it to the 
Beauty of Chriſt according to his Divinity. 
This Text therefore being myſtically un- 
derſtood by ſo many and ancient Expoſi- 
tors, can be of little Evidence to prove the 
out ward Beauty of our Saviour's Perſon. 


M any of the ancient Fathers, who e- 
minently ſerved the Intercſt of Chriſtianity, 


_ expreſs themſelves ſtrenuouſly in Defence 


of our Saviour's Beauty. ＋ St. Jerome de- 
clares, that the ſhining Brightneſs of his holy 
Face, and the Majeſty of his Divinity, which 
gave a Luſtre to his human Nature, at the 

firſt 


* Ferom. in Pſal. xlv. See Dr. Hammond on the xlv. 
Pſalm. 9 

+ Specioſus forma pra Filiis Hominum, &c. Ad Divinitatem 
verius quam ad Humanitatem retulerunt Eccleſiæ Patres, aut 
certè non Corporis fed Animæ Pulcritudinem intelligi volu- 
erunt ; eò majorem auguſtioremque, quod nihil illi adeſſet 
externi adjumenti ad venuſtatem. Jacob. Serry Doctor. Sor bon. 
Exercitationes Hiſtoricæ. &c. de Chriſto. p. 317. 

Cum in Jſaia legatur, Vidimus eum et non habebat Speciem, 

uzri poteſt cur ſuper genus Hominum pulcher deſcribatur? 

Non quia Forma ejus decore lactei Coloris eluxit, aut flavo 
Crine lampavit, aut inſigni Statura præeminuit, ſed veraciter 
humano genere pulchrior fuit, quia Peccata non habebat. 
Illud enim re&e ſpecioſum dicitur quod gratia mundiſſimæ 
Puritatis ornatur. Caſſiodor. in Pſal. xliv. 

+ Certe Fulgor ipſe et Majeſtas Divinitatis occultz, quæ 
etiam in humana Specie relucebat, ex primo ad ie videntes 
trahere poterat Aſpectu. Hieron. in Matt. ix. 


1 
firſt ſight of this God incarnate, engaged 


the Affections of thoſe who had the Happi- 


neſs to behold him ? * One might ſee in 
e his Eyes (ſays the ſame Writer in another 
& Place) a certain heavenly Brightneſs, 
« and the divine Majeſty gave a raviſhing 
«© Glory to his Countenance.” Then he 
inquires, by way of conſequence, How. 
otherwiſe could he have attracted the A. 
poſtles with ſo much eaſe to follow him? 
Hoe could he have confounded thoſe that 
came to apprehend him in the Garden of 
Olives, zf he had not had ſomething extra- 
ordinary in his Perſon 2 


t St. Chryſoſtome relates, that the Eyes of 
the People were nailed as it were to the 
Perſon of our Redeemer in the moſt earneſt 
manner, and that they were never weary 


in ſeeing and admiring him. He was a moſt 


graceful Perſon, and it was impoſſible to 
behold him without Love and Wonder. 


In "explaining the Prediction of Iſaiab, 


He 


=” In Matt. xxi. 12, 13. 
+ Epiſtol. ad Principiam. 


4 in Fſel. xliv. & in Hai. xlii, in Marr. viii. 


Homil. 28. 
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le hath no Form nor Comelineſs ; take 


care, ſays he, © how you miſapply the 
* meaning of this Paſſage, as if any Defor- 
** mity of Shape or Body were intended by 
« it. God forbid we ſhould underſtand it 
in that Conſtruction, it ſignifies no more 
than the Contempt he expreſſed for all 
ce that the World accounts valuable, and 
e the mean Condition in which he was 
« pleaſed to appear.” St. * Bernard docs 
by no means queſtion but that the Perſon 
of Chriſt was divinely beautiful. The 
« People were attracted to this Holy Savi- 
« our in every Place where he preached, by 
te the ſurpriſing Charms of the ſeveral Gra- 
ces which ſhined in him, by the Sweet- 
« neſs of his Diſcourſe and the ſurpriſing 
© Luſtre of his Beauty. + St. Baſil ob- 
ſerves, that the divine Majeſty of the Child 
Jeſus appeared manifeſtly to the Wiſe-men 
both in the Manger and the Cradle, that 
it ſhone as it were through a tranſparent 
Glaſs, and might caſily be perceived by 
thoſe who had the Eyes and the Heart 


pure. F A- 


* Serm. 1. In Feſto omnium Sanctorum. Adhærebant ei 
Affatu pariter & Aſpectu delectati, cu jus nimirum Vox ſuavis 
& Facies decora, &c. 


+ Baſil de human, Chriſti gener. ad finem. 


(24) 

FATHER Calmet (a Writer of excellent 
Learning and great Judgment) has a ſhort 
Diſſertation prefix d to his Comment on 
1/aiah, concerning the Beauty of Chriſt's 
Body : He believes he was a very handſome 
Perſon, and, to confirm it, he introducès the 
Opinion of two Authors whoſe Writings I 
eannot find; and therefore (to give all ad- 
vantage to this fide of the Queſtion) I ſhall 
tranſlate the Paragraphs out of French, and 
offer them to the Reader's Judgment in his 
own Words. Aelrede, ſays he, Abbot of 
Reverby in the Dioceſe of Tork in England, 
who lived in the twelfth Age, delivers the 
Opinion of thoſe Times concerning the 
Form of Chriſt's Body: When Jeſus 
« was about twelve Years old, being with 
« Jaſeph and the Holy Virgin at Feruſa- 
ce /em (the Men being ſeparated from the 
« Women, that all might keep themſelves 
« in convenient Purity, aſliſt at the Holy 
« Ceremonies, and partake of the Sacrifices) 
« the Child went ſometimes into one 
Company, and fometimes into another, 
« being not yet obliged to obſerve the Ri- 
« gour of the Law or Cuſtoms of his Na- 
« tion, by reaſon of his Age, His lovely 
« Beauty 


_ 
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© Beauty and graceful Air charm d and en- 
« gaged the Affections of all that ſaw him, 
« and happy was he that could obtain the 
« fayour of his Company. When he was 
« with the Men, his Mother thought he 
« was with Foſeph ; and again, Joſeph 
e thought he was with Mary, when he was 
te not with him. This was the reaſon they 
did not perceive his Abſence in their re- 
« turn till after the firſt Day of their Jour- 
« ney. VI believe ſuch a Perfection of Cœ- 
« leſtial Grace ſhone in that moſt beautiful 
c Countenance, that it drew the Reſpect, 
* raiſed the Attention, and excited the Af- 
« fections of all towards him. Obſerve, I 
«© beſecch you, how he is hal'd, how he 


« js catch'd at. The old Men kiſs him, 


« the Young embrace him, the Boys obey 
«© him.” 


THE ſecond Evidence is + St. Laurence 
Juſtinian, Patriarch of Venice, who flou- 
E riſh'd 
Credo in illo ſpecicioſſimo Vultu tantam Gratiz ccoleſtis 
Elegantiam refulſiſſe, ut omnium in ſe converteret Reſpectum, 
Auditum erigeret, excitaret Affectum: Cerne, quæſo, quem- 
ad modum a fingulis rapitur, a ſingulis trahitur! Senes ofcul- 
tantur, amplectantur Juvenes, Pueri obſcquuntur. Aelred. 
_ ſeu Tract. de Jeſa duoden. Dominica infra Octav. 
Epiph. 5 
t Laurenti Fuſtinian. Tract. de Caſto Connubio. 
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riſh'd in the fifteenth Age. Mh was more 
beautiful than He? Who more modeſt Who | 
more wiſe ? He was Upright in his Manners, | 
Graveinhis Gait, Eloquent inkisDiſcourſe, | 
Circumſpect in his Words, ſevere in his Cor. 
rections, Perſuaſive in his Exhortations, in 
his Converſation agreeable, venerable in all 
his Condutt ; is Face was full of Goodneſs |: 
and Modeſty, his Humility and Meekneſs : 
made him amiable to all the World. His | 
Lips were like Lillies from which dropped | 
Milk and Honey, and revealed the Mays 
to eternal Life, his Mouth diſcover d what- 
ever was concealed in the Bottom of his 
Heart. He comforted the Aflicted, He | 
ſupported the Weak, He raiſed the Dead, 
He inſtructed the Unbelieving, He won | 
the Affection and Eſteem of all that ap- 
proach'd him. Who would not be pierc'd || 
through with Love, had he the Happineſs | 
to ſee the Word made Fleſh upon the Earth, © 
the Wiſdom incarnate, the only Son of the | 


Father, converſing with Sinners? Though 


this Author, ſays Calmet, inſiſts princi- | 
pally upon the Heart and Mind of our 4 ; 
Saviour, yet he gives Evidence enough, that 
he thought Chriſt to be the handfomeſt of | 
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the Sons of Men. In ſhort, as he goes on, 
the Practice of all Churches which endea- 

vour to print and repreſent him with all 

imaginable Beauty, ſeem to prove, that it is 

an univerſal Opinion derived from the 

Tradition of Antiquity, like other Relati- 

ons of the ſame nature, whoſe Original 

cannot be traced. . The Sentiments of theſe 

two Writers muſt be founded upon the Au- 
thority of the Fathers abovementioned, and 

therefore can be no additional Evidence in 

this caſe. What they have added about the 

Beauty of Chriſt, and the ſtrange and ſur- 

priſing Effects of it, is aſſerted without 

Proof, and calculated only to raiſe the Paſ- 
ſions of their Audience, to dilate the Soul 

into Raptures, and throw it into ſtrong 
Fits of Tranſport and Contemplation. 


* Sr. Thomas, as they call him, reaſons 
very ſingularly upon the Subject of Chriſt's 
Beauty, © Chriſt, ſays he, upon his Incar- 
«© nation, aſſumed the common Inconve- 
« niencies of human Nature, infomuch - 


*« that he made himſelf ſubject ro ſuffer 


« Hunger, Thirſt, Fatigues, the Neceſlity 
| E 2 * 
* Thom, 3 Parte, Qu, 14. Art. 4. 


(28 ) 
of ſleeping 3 but he did not take upon 
© him the Infirmities of private Men, ſuch 
ce as being lame, blind, ſick or deformed, 
ce If it be (aid, that he ſubmitted to theſe 
« out of Humility or Mortification, and to 
« ſatisfy the Juſtice of his Father, and by 
ce his Example to make us deſpiſe the Beauty 
« of the Body, as by his Poverty he taught 
cus to diſeſteem the Grandeur and Glory 


* 


A 


* and Riches of the World; it might be | 


« argued by the ſame Reaſon, that he ſhould 


e allo have taken our Diſcaſes, our Weak- 


* neſles and private Diſorders of Body, 
* which is ablurd and ridiculous.” 


I MusT beg leave to diſſent from this 
Schoo/man, tho his Opinion be followed 
by many ſober Proteſtants, Nor can I 
think it a Diminution to the Honour of 
our Saviour's Perſon, to ſay, that he was 
liable to Pain, and the natural Diſorders of 
a human Body, in common with the reſt of 
Mankind“. He partook in all things of 
the human Nature except Sin: The Diſ- 


eaſes 


* Mortale ſibi Corpus aſſumſit haud inane Phantaſma, ſed 
tam obnoxium Iafirmitatibus quam ſunt humana noſtra. 
Rigaltius de Pulchritudine Chriſti. 
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eaſes that are the Conſequences of Vice ang 
Intemperance he could not ſuffer, for he 
could not be guilty of the Cauſe. But he 
might have had the Head-Ach, the Small- 
Pox or other Diſtempers incident to Chil- 
dren as ſoon as born, tho' not mentioned 
by the Evangeliſts, as Circumſtances of no 
moment, and for which he could ſuffcr 
no Reflection or Contempt. When his 
Soul was exceeding ſorrouſul even unto 
Death, and when he lay under that dread- 
ful Agony, as to ſweat Drops of Blood ; 
the whole Frame of his Body muſt have becn 
in ſtrong Convulſions, he muſt have felt 
great Pain at his Heart and Stomach, he was 
fainting and dying away, which is attended 
with Qualms and Sickneſs almoſt inſupport- 
able. It is the Doctrine of * our Church, 
that he did hunger and thirſt, eat and drink, 
ſleep and wake, he wept, and ſorrowed, and 
ſuffer'd Death ; what other thing did he 
elſe declare, but only this, that he was 
perfect Man as we are? Chriſt (ſays our 
fifteenth Article) in the Truth of our Ne- 
ture was made like unto us zn all Things, 
Sin only except. He humbled kimſelf (tays 

the 


* The Fook o, Hon ilies. Sermon on the Nativity. 


(30) 
the * Paraphraſt) from the Condition of being 
Lord of all, to that of a Subject, and or- 


dinary Man; thus low was he by his In- 


carnation, in all the Nature, the outward 
Deportment and Guiſe of a Man. + He 
had the ſame Nature that all Men are of 
conſiſting of a reaſonable Soul and human 
Fleſh, with all the Faculties, Members and 
Qualities, that are proper and eſſential to ei- 
ther of them fingly, or to both as united to- 
gether ; as likewiſe, with all the Infirmities 
incident to Mankind in general, the whole 
Nature of Man being as fully in him, as 
it was in the firſt Man Adam. 


Tat Perſon of Chriſt, ſay the Advocates 
on this fide, muſt have been ſomething 
graceful, elſe the J/oman that was cured of 
the Flux of Blood, would not have erected 
his Statue before the Door of her Houle at 
+ Ceſarea Philippi, as a Teſtimony of her 
Gratitude, Had the Body and AſpeQ of 

her Saviour been diſagrecable or unhand- 
| ſome, 
* Hammond's Paraphraſe on Philip. ii. 7, 8. 
+ Beveridge's Catechiſm, Artic. Who was conceived, &c. 
+ Why this at Cæſarea Philippi? Whereas this Occurrence 


of the Woman's healing by the Touch of the Hem of his Gar- 
ment, was in Capernaum, Light'oor's Harmony, Fol, Edit. 
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ſome, inſtead of doing Honour by this Ac- 
tion to her Benefactor, ſhe would have ex- 
poſed him to the Deriſion and Scorn of his 
Enemies. This Story is thus related by 


Euſebius ; © At this Woman's Houſe are 


to be ſeen, the illuſtrious Monuments of 
our Saviour's Beneficence towards her ; 
for near the Gate of her Houle, it is ſaid, 
ſtands upon a Pillar of Stone, the Effi- 
gies of a Woman in Braſs knecling on 
her Knees, and ſtretching forth her Hands 
forward in the Form of a Suppliant : 
On the other ſide oppoſite to it, ſtood 
another Image of a Man made of the 
ſame Metal, ſtanding upright, decently 
dreſſed in a ſhort Veſture, and ſtretching 
forth his Hands towards the Woman, which 
Statues continued till my Time, At whoſe 
Feet, upon the Baſe of the Pillar, tis ſaid, 
ſprings up a ſtrange Herb, which grows 
up to the Skirt of his brazen Doublet, 
and is a preſent Remedy to remove 
all ſorts of Diſeaſes: They ſay, that tlus 


Statue repreſented our Saviour. Nor necd 
| 190 
. it 


* Euſeb, Eccleſ. Hiſt, lib. 7. cap. 18. Mulier illa quæ San- 


guinis profluvio laborabat ab eo Sanitati reſtituta, ipſius Ima- 
ginem, veluti acceptum Beneficium referens, exſcu!plit. Da- 
maſcen in Vita Stephani. 
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it ſeem a Wonder that the ancient Gen- 
ce tiles, who received Benefits from our Sa- 
« viour, did theſe things; ſince that we 
« have ſeen the Pictures of his Apoſtles, 
« Peter and Paul, and of Chriſt himſelf, 
« drawn in Colours and preſerved till 


« our Days. 


ANOTHER Citation is produced from 
the ſame Hiſtorian, in vindication of Chriſt's 
Beauty. * Enſebius writing to the Empreſs 
Conſtantia, who deſired him to ſend her 
an Image of Chriſt ; returns this Anſwer : 
&« Becauſe you have written for me to 
« ſend you the Image of Chriſt, I would 
« oladly know what Image you are en- 
ce quiring for? Whether it be that true and 
« unchangcable Nature, bearing the Cha- 
« racer and Similitude of the Perſon of 
cc the Father, or it be the Image of the 
« Shape of a Servant which Chriſt took 
« upon him for our ſakes ? As concern- 
« ing his divine Nature, I hope you are 
« not ſollicitous about the Image of that, 
& being ſufficiently inſtructed, that no Man 
ce Kno weth the Father except the Son, and 

0 no 
* See Willet's Synopſis Papiſmi, p. 459. ; 
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* no Man knoweth the Son except the 
* Father, But if you deſire the Similitude 
© of Man's Nature, wherewith he cloathed 
« himſelf for our ſakes; underſtand, that 
ce the Splendor and ſhining Brightneſs of 
« his Glory cannot be repreſented with 
« dead Colours and ſhadowed Pictures, for 
« even his Diſciples on the Mountain were 
* not able to abide the Brightneſs of his 
e ſhining Face; how much leſs are we able 
6 to endure the celeſtial Splendor of his 
« glorified Body? 


OF the ſame force is the Evidence dedu- 
ced from the Picture of CHriſt, that was (ct up 
by Alexander Severus among his falſe Dei- 
tics and great Heroes. © This Emperor, ſays 
« * Lampridius, had in his private Ora- 
« tory, within his Court, the Images of the 
e ſeveral Deified Emperors of the beſt Note, 
« and of the greateſt Virtue, together with 
« which he had the Images of other pi- 
e ous Men, whom. he reſpected as Gods; 
e and among the reſt, were Apollonius 
%% Tyaneus, Chriſt, Abraham, Orpheus, as 
* likewiſe the Images of his own Anceſtors, 

F « Hither 


* Lampridins in Alexandro. 
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re Hither in the Morning early, if he had 
ce leiſure, he retired to perform his Devo- 


c tions. 


* Theophylact ſpeaks of a Chriſtian Wo- 
man, of the Se& of the + Carpocratians, 
who preſerved the Image of Chri/t, with 
thoſe of Homer and Pythagoras; ſhe 


ſhew'd it publickly abroad, and cauſed it 
to be adored. 


T Mn. Gregory, a learned Writer of out 
own Nation, takes notice of a Jewel or Me- 
dal, that repreſents the Image of our Saviour 
mn his younger Days, with this Inſcription, 
I. K. ©. ſignifying, Inovs Xpic"@. Oe. 
preſerved at this time in the Archives of 
the French King. But theſe Citations ta- 
king no notice of our Saviour's Beauty, can 

K be 


* Theophyla# in Lucam. Habent Carfocratiani depictas 
Coloribus Imagines, quidim etiam aureas aut argenteas, vel 
ex alia Materia factas, quas eſſe Jeſu Effigies affit mant, eas 
denique a Pontio Pilato ad Chriſti ſimilitudinem effictas quo 
tempore inter Homines degebat: ſed ejuſmodi Imagines oc- 
cultas habent nec non & Philoſophorum quorundam, ut Py- 
thagore, Platonis, Ariſtotelis, aliorumque quibus eas quas dixi 
Chriſti Effigies miſcent & erectas fimul, omnes adorant, ad e- 
aſque Gentilium ritus inſtituunt. Epiphan. lib. 1. de Hæreſi 
Carpocratianorum. 

+ Hereticks that maintain'd that Chriſt was a mere Man, 
the Son of Joſeph. 

+ Gregery's Works, p. 150. 
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be no Teſtimony in this Place. No Pic- 
& ture, (ſays * Calmet) Statues, nor even 
& Medals, decide either in fayour of the 
* Beauty or Deformity of Jeſus Chriſt : 
« There are no ancient Pictures, no authen- 
« tick Deſcriptions, no certain Monuments 
« which have preſerved to us the Figure 
« and Shape of our Redeemer. The Sta- 
tue creed by the Woman of Cæſarea, 
« the Picture ſet up by Alexander the Son 
« of Mammæa, that ſent to Abgarus by 
« Chriſt himſelf, the Image preſerv'd by 
ce the Carpocratian Woman, all theſe we 
« regard as nothing, ſince they are now no 
« more, and no Author has left us any De- 
« ſcription concerning them. 


Pilate, ſay the Popiſh Writers, repent- 
ed of the Sentence pronounced upon our 
Saviour, when he ſaw the Beauty of his 
Body hanging upon the Cioſs. f Aami- 
ring (ſay they) the Form of his Body, he 
repented ; 5. Beholding the Symmetry of his 

F 2 Mem- 


+ Calmet's Diſſertation before Iſaiah, 
+ Pilatus Formam Chriſti Crucifixi in Admiratione habeas, 
reſipiſcit. Varin. in Matt. xxvii. 


+ Membrorum Sy mmettiam confpiciens, Sententiam deplo- 
rat, & Uxoris \\lonitionem cum recolit. Tolet in Mats. 
xxvii Select. Obieryat. 
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Members, he lamented the Sentence, and 
recollected the Warning of his Wife. The 
Repentance of Pz/ate is founded upon a 
Letter ſent by that Governor to Tiberius, 
many pretended Copies of which are ex- 
tant, but eſteemed of no Authority among 
learned Men. * Florentimus gives an Ac- 
count of One. + Hegeſippus of a Second; 
and + Sextus of Szenna of a Third. All 
are much to the ſame purpoſe, and cqual- 
ly exploded : That of Florentinus, more 
particularly intimating the Repentance of 
Pate, is here inſerted. 


Pilate to Tiberius Ceſar, Greeting. 


265 1 CHRIST, whom I mentioned 
cc to you in my laſt, was at length ex- 
<« ecutcd at the Importunity of the Fewsz 
but againſt my Will or Conſent. One 
« certainly never ſaw, nor ſhall ſee a Man 
ce of Picty and Integrity equal to his. But 
the People with their Scribes and Elders, 
reſolving upon his Death, have at laſt 
e cxu- 
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* Florentin. Martyr, p. 113. 
+- Hegeſip. de Excidio Urbis Ierofolym. Anacephalæos. 
p. 1211. | 


+ Sext. Seneſen /. Biblioth. Sanct. I. 2. p. 100. 
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crucified this Preacher, as their Prophets 
and our Sibyls had foretold. While he 
was faſtned to the Croſs, many Prodigies 
were ſeen, which in the Opinion of the 
Philoſophers, threatned the World with 
immediate Ruin. This Man's Diſciples 
remain with us at preſent, and they are 
ſo far from being a Reproach to their 
Maſter's Sanctity, that by their Conduct 
and good Life they do him honour. It 
I had not apprehended a Mutiny among 
the People, this pious Perſon perhaps 
ſhould have been (till alive; and tho' I 
did not make all the Oppoſition I was 
able, to prevent his Enemies from appre- 
hending him, yet I deliver d him to 
them, much againſt my Inclination ; and 
it was only the Fear of expoſing my 
Dignity, which obliged me to abandon 
the Blood of this Juſt Man to the Ma- 
lice'of his Enemies. It is true, he was 
innocent of the Crimes he was char- 
ged with, but, according to the Holy 
Scriptures, he ought to die for our Good. 


„ Farewell,” 


T H1sS 
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T#1s Letter carries the face of Falſhood. 
The Writer ſpeaks more like a Chriſtian 
than a Pagan, and a ſmall taſte of Antiqui- 
ty will diſcover, that this Piece is of-no 
Authority. Neither the Turn, nor the Man- 
ner, nor the Style of it, come nigh the Force, 
the Purity and Elegance, that Perſons of 
Conſideration wrote with in the Time of 
Tiberius. Beſides, no one of theſe Pieces 
make the leaſt mention of the Beauty of 
Chriſt's Body; and from the general Cha- 
rater of Pilate, there is ſmall Encourage- 
ment to conclude any thing about his Re- 
pentance. * Hegeſippus ſays, that he was 
Vir nequam & parvi faciens Mendacium * 
A wicked Man, that made little Conſcience 
ot a Lye. The Account of him is, that 
he ſucceeded Gratus in the Government 
of Judea, managed it with great Trouble 
and Oppreſſion upon the Nation; was put 
out of his Authority by Vitellius, and ſent to 
Rome to anſwer for his Crimes, where 
falling into many Miſeries, he killed him- 
ſelf with his own Hands; the common and 
deſperate Roman Remedy againſt Diſtreſs. 

THe 


* De Excid, Feruſ lib. 2. cap. 5. 


2 


(39) 


Tus Authorities already produced, re— 
late in general to the Beauty of Chriſt's 
Body ; they ſhew, that he was a very grace- 
ful Man, with Majeſty and Goodneſs in his 
Countenance, with bright ſhining Eyes, and 
a Form every way agrecable. But we have 
ſeen nothing concerning his Height, his 
Size, Complexion, and other Circumſtan- 
ces, that may give us a juſt Idea of his 
Perſon, and would afford great Pleaſure in 
diſcovering if the Teſtimonies that follow 


could be depended upon. 


THE Correſpondence between our Sa- 
viour and Abgarus or Abagarus King of 
Edeſſa, is introduced in Teſtimony to con- 
firm the Beauty of Chriſt's Perſon. This 
Prince was contemporary with our Lord, 
and heard of his Miracles, which induced 
him to invite him to his Court by the fol- 
lowing Letter; and with the Meſſenger 
he ſent a Painter to draw his Picture. Our 
Saviour approving the Faith and Zeal of 
this Prince, is ſaid to have ſent him his 
Picture, with the following Anſwer: 


Algarus 


(49) 
ABGARUS King of Edeſſa, * 


To the Gracious Saviovr JEsUs, who has 
taken Fleſh upon him, in the Country | 
of Jeruſalem, Greeting. 


T Have been informed of the Miracles 
and wonderful Cures which you per- 
form by healing the Sick without Herbs 
or Medicines ; and the Report is, that 
you reſtore Sight to the Blind, that you 
cleanſe the Leprous, that you caſt forth 
Devils and malignant Spirits, that you 
reſtore Health to thoſe that have many 
Tears languiſhed under tedious and incura- 
ble Diſeaſes, and raiſe the Dead ts Life. 
Underſtanding theſe things of you, I be- 
lieve, that you are either God himſelf, who 
has vouchſafed to deſcend from Heaven, 
or elſe that you are the Son of God, to be able 
to work ſuch Miracles as theſe ; for which 
Reaſon, I have preſumed to ſend you this 
Epiſtle, moſs affetiionately beſceching you, 
that you would give your ſelf the trouble 
of coming to me. I know the Jews to be 
your Perſecutors, that they murmur at your 
Miracles, and lie in wait for your De- 
ſtruction. 


( 41”) 
ſeruftion. I have here a City both beau- 
tiful and commodious, which tho it be 
but ſmall, however will afford us all things 
that are neceſſary. 


The Anſwer of JEsvs CHRIST. 


OU are happy, O-Abgarus, in that 
you have believed in me, although 
you never ſaw me; for it is written, that 
they who believe in me without ſeeing me, 
ſball be ſaved. As for your Requeſt, that 
I would come to ſee you, I am to let you 
underſtand, that all thoſe things for which 
I am. ſent, muſt be accompliſhed in the Coun- 
try where I am ; and after all things are 
by me fulfilled, I muſt return to lym that 
a ſent me: However, after my Aſcenſion, I 
; will ſend you one of my Diſciples, who 
ſhall deliver you from your painful Diſeaſe, 
and ſbewboth your ſelf and all your Friends 
= 


the Way to Life eternal, 


, Tas! Authority of theſe Letters have 
. been diſputed; * Euſebius affirms, that he 
5 copied them from the Records of the City 

G of 


— 


2 Grabs Sicileginms, Secul, 1. Euſeb, Hitt, . 3, 6. 352 


| ( 42 ) 
of Edefſa, and tranſlated them out of the 
Chaldee. Both Papiſts and Proteſtants 
are divided in their Opinion concerning 
them. Rivet, Du Pin, Spanheim, and 
others, think them ſuppoſititious ; and“ Ba- 
ronius himſelf confeſſes plainly, that after 
he had examined the force of all the Rea- 
ſons in Defence of theſe Epiſtles, he can- 
not aſſert any thing concerning the Truth 
of them: But Dr. Cave, in his Hiſtoria 
Literaria, is of a contrary Judgment; as 
alſo Pearſon, in his Vindication of Ina. 
tius. But whatever becomes of theſe E- 
piſtles, they make no mention of the Picture 
of Chriſt; that ſeems to have been foiſted 
into the Story by Evagrius, and John 
| of 
* Epiſtolz Agbari ad Chriſtum, et Chriſti ad Agbarum vi- 
ciſſim datz, Fidem hactenus apud probos & graves fecere 
nullam; Ampliſſimus certe Conditor Annalium Baronius, poſt- 
quam tentatis ubique Rationibus, nihil adſtrui poſſe animadver- 


tir, apertiſſimè declarat nolle ſe de. illarum Veritate præſtare 
Juicquam. Rigaltius de Pulchritudine Chriſti, 


Abgarus, ſays Du Pin, offers our Saviour the one half of his 
Kingdom. It does not look likely, that a Pagan King 
' write after that manner; beſides the Terms of the Letters give 

occaſion to conjecture they were connterſeited : Abgarus ſpeaks 
— Chriſt, like one who was convinced of his Divinity ; 
and in the Anſwer there is an Alluſion to the Words of Jeſus 
Chriſt to Sr. Thomas, Bleſſed are thoſe who have not ſeen 
and have believed: which had not yet been ſaid or written at the 
time when Jeſus Chriſt is ſuppoſed to have writ that Letter. 
Du Pin's Hiſtory of the Church, chap, 5. 


c Lib. 3. c. 8. 
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of Damaſcus, without any Authority from 
ancient Records. The Greeks however 


believe it, and at this time. obſcryc a Feſ- 
tival, which they call the Tranſ/ation of the 


Picture. 


WELL! the molt excellent Painter in 


the City came to our Saviour, but as ſoon 
as he caſt his Eyes upon him, he was ſo 


dazled and aſtoniſhed with the Splendor 
and. Brightneſs, which ſhone and glitter'd 
upon his Face, that he dropt his Pencil, and 
was oblig d to deſiſt. But Jeſus Chriſt re- 
ſolv'd to ſatisfy the King's Devotion, took 
up the Painter's Canvas, or another Piece 
of Cloth, and after he had waſhed it, ap- 
plying it cloſe to his Face, impreſſed his 
Portrait upon it, which he ſent to Abgarus. 
The King of Perſia likewiſe, (ſays Ni. 
cephorus in the ſame Place) ſent the beſt 
Painter in his Dominions, to draw the 
| G 2 Picture 
* 2 = Fide Orthodoxa, 1. 4. c. 17. Niceph. Ec- 
cleſ. Hiſt. 


c. 7. 
This Wriner WAs wonderfully obliged to the Virgin Mary, for 
(if you will believe bugs. +3 of his Life) his Hand bein uo off 


27 Saracens, for his Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, be 
2 e 


before the Virgin Mary, and ſhewing his Hand cut 

aſleep, and awaking, found bis Hand joined to his Arm again, 
only a Circle or Seam of Bleod appearing round it, Willet's 
Synopſis Papiſmi, p. 89. 


* = P 
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Picture of Chriſt and his Mother, which | 
was done, and this Account is preſerv'd in | 
the Records of the City of Edeſſa. Cre 
dat udæus ! 1 believe the bare relating 
of this Story will appear a ſufficient Con- 
futation of it. * If you will give Credit 
to a Popiſh Doctor, there is an Impreſſion 
of our Saviour, made upon the fine Linnen 
in which his Body was wrapt, and is now 
preſerv'd, and to be ſeen in the Cuſtody of 
the moſt Serene Duke of Savoy : This, it 
ſeems, you are to believe, on pain of Dam- 
nation. + Marianus Scotus, in the E- 
leventh Century, invented a Story like 
this z that among the Religious Women, 
who ſtood lamenting about the Croſs of 
Chriſt, there was one Veronica, who wi- 
ping the Blood and Sweat from his Face 
with 
In Syndone ili mund34 in qui obvolutum in Morte ejus 
Chriſti Corpus legimus, declinantem ſui Corporis Formam 
& Effigiem relinquit, quam adhuc apud Catholicum ac Sere- 
niſſimum Sabaudiæ Ducem reſervatam non ignoramus. Quis 
hoc inficere negareve aut reprobare audeat niſi & neget Chriſ- 
tum, 85 repro fit a Chriſto ? Capells in Arca Salutis, 
— Serry Exercitationes Hiſtoricæ, gc. 370. 
A Special Devout Woman call d Veronica, reacheth him 4 


Handkerchief to wipe his Face withal, being all imbrued _ 
pony _ Blood. Our Lord giveth ber the Handkerchi 


foul, (as might be expe&ed) but 838 


e e. is nag of bis i own ſweet Viſage expreſſed, The 
Lach, p. 41. 


.. / . Mo 2 » 
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with a piece of Linnen, he found the ex- 
act Repreſentation of his beauiful Counte- 
nance impreſſed upon it. One of theſe ſacred 
Rags, you may ſee, if you pleaſe, in the 
Vatican at Rome ; another at Jeruſalem; 
and a third at Jernes in Spain. Whereas, 
this whole Relation is owing to the moſt 
profound Stupidity, the * Name being ficti- 
tious, and taken from Vera Icon, which 
ſignifies the true Image of Chriſt, of which 
they have very learnedly made the Name 
of a Woman : And accordingly there are 
religious Societies, called The Holy Nuns 
of Veronica, in many of the Popiſb Coun- 
tries, and the Original Cloth is to be ſeen 
in each of them. 


+ THERE has been a Letter often print- 
ed, and ſaid to be written by Lentulus, 
the Pro-Conſul of Judæa when our Savi- 
our was upon Earth, to the Roman Senate, 
giving a very exact Deſcription of the Perſon 
of Chriſt, There has a Man, ſays he, 

cc ap- 


* Veronica idem ſonat ac vera Imago, ignari autem Veroxi- 
eam Nomen eſſe exiſtimarunt non Imaginis Sudario impreſſæ, 


ſed Mulieris geſtantis Imaginem. Hine orta Sanda Veronica, 


quz nunquam in Ccelo, imò et nunquam ſub Calo fuit 
Serry Exercitat. Hiſtoric. p. 370. | 
f Fabric, Opera, Tom. 2. p. 486, 487. 
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ce appeared here, who is ſtill living, named 
« "Zeus Chriſt, whoſe Power is extraor- 
« dinary 3 He has the Title given him of 
< the great Prophet, his Diſciples call him 
ce the Son of God. He raiſes the Dead, 
ce and heals all ſorts of Diſeaſes. He is a 
<« tall well-proportion'd Man; there is an 
c Air of Serenity in his Countenance, 
cc which attracts at once the Love and Re- 
« yerence of thoſe who ſce him. His 
« Hair is of the Colour of new Wine, from 


ce the Root to his Ears, and from thence 
ce to the Shoulders it is curled, and falls 


te downto the loweſt Part of them. Upon 
« the Forchcad it parts in two, after, the 
« manner of the Nazarenes. His Fore- 
« head is flat and fair, his Face without 
« any Defect, and adorned with a very grace- 
« ful Vermilion. His Air is majeſtick and 
* agreeable, His Noſe and his Mouth are 
t very well proportioned, and his Beard is 


c thick and forked, of the Colour of his 
_ « Hair 3 his Eyes are grey and exceeding 
ec lively ; in his Reproofs he is terrible, but 
cr in his Exhortations and Inſtructions amia- 


& ble and courteous. There is ſomething 
S wonderfully charming in his Face, with a 
Mixture 
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« Mixture of Gravity. He is never ſeen to 
laugh, but he has been obſerv'd to weep 3 
« he is very ſtrait in Stature; his Hands 
<« arc large and ſpreading, and his Arms ve- 
ce ry beautiful; He talks little, but with 
great * and is the handſomeſt Man 
<« in the World. 


NorTwiTHSTANDING the Authority 
of this Piece has been ſo often and ſo juſtly 
exploded, yet from this Deſcription the 
Pictures and Paintings of Chriſt's Perſon 
have been chiefly taken, both among Pa- 
piſts and Proteſtants. © The Forgery of 
« this Letter, ſays * Du Pin, is apparent; 
« for it is pretended to be writ by Lenta- 
* [us Governor of Feruſalem, tho? he never 
« yas ſo; it is inſcribd to the Senate and 
© People of Rome, whereas, ever ſince 
© there were Emperors, it was the general 
* Cuſtom, for Governors of Provinces to 
4 yrite immediately to them. Beſides, the 
« Contents of it are trifling, there is a 
« mean ;Deſcription of our Lord's'Perſon, 
« as particularly, that his Hair was of a light 
e Colour, long and flowing as the Naza- 


« rites wore it, The Style of! it is likewiſe 
| cc « far 


Cent. 1. 
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&« far from the Purity and Elegance of the 
« Aupuſten Age; in ſhort, this Letter is not 
« mentioned by any ancient Writer.” 1 
might add, that this Account does not de- 
ſcribe a handſome Perſon, according to the 
Taſte of Beauty among the Jews. Long 
Hair was never eſteemed graceful with them, 
nor is the Colour agreeable. In this caſe, 
the Jews had the ſame Notion with the 
old * Romans. Black curled Hair was the 
moſt beautiful. The Spouſe in the Canti- 
cles had Buſhy Locks, and black as a 
Raven. : 


OF the ſame weight in this Diſpute, 
will be the Evidence that follows from 
Nicephorus Caliſtus, a Writer in the four- 
teenth Century; which however will be of 
this uſe, to ſhew us, what Conception 
the Greek Church entertained in that Age 
concerning the Beauty of our Lord's Bo- 

dy. ＋ He ſays, that St. Luke drew the 
Pictures 
3 _ —_ eſt nigris Oculis nigroque Capillo. Hora: 
1 Niceph. Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib. 2. cop 


cap. 23. 
Accordingly all the Picture: Paintings of this Evange- 
liſt repreſent him with a Pencil and Colours drawing the 
ho Greas 
Pagron 


Face of @ Homan; and he ii therefore celebrated as 


[1 


„„ 3. 
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Pictures of Feſus Chriſt, his bleſſed Mother, 
and the Apoſtles, and by that means their 
Images repreſented to the Life were ſcat- 
tered over all the Earth. According to this 
Hiſtorian, Chriſt was very beautiful in the 
Face, and about * ſeven Foot high; his 
Hair was inclining to be very fair, not thick 
but a little curled, his Eye-brows were 
black, and did not form exactly a Semi- 
circle. His Eyes were large, lively and ſome- 
thing yellowiſh ; his Noſe long, his Beard 
black and pretty ſhort 3 but he wore his 

Hair 


Patron of the Painters throughout Chriſtendom, upon the Day 
of his Feſtival. You may ſee many Originals (as they pretend) 
this Pitture, in ſeveral Places in Italy ; but the moſt famous 
angs up in the Vatican. 1t repreſents the Virgin Mary with 
gur Saviour lying in her Lap. 


Hour Saviour had been ſeven Foot high, Zaccheus would 
have had no occaſion to have climb d up into the Sycamore Tree 
to ſee him; nor would Chriſt have been obliged (as the Text 
ſays, Luke xix. 3, &c. ) to look up in order to diſcover him. Ri- 
galrius ad fin. Obſervat. ad Cyprianum. 


Abbot Boileau, a Frenchman, concludes that Jeſus was 4 
little Man, from the Story of the Publican, who, as he reads 
the Text, ſought to ſee clus who he was, and could not for the 
Preſs, becauſe he, ates) was little of Stature. This Reading, 
be ſays, is no way forced, tho againſt the general Senſe of Ex- 
poſutors. Calmet Critic. Dictionar. the Hord Jelus. Our 
Hakewi!l likewi/e obſerves, His Stature was not exceſſive in 
Height, for then Zaccheus needed not to have gone up to a 
Tree to have ſeen him. Apology for the Providence of God, 
&c. p. 216. 


The learned Dr. Hake will in his famous Apology, remarks 
pon this Paſſage of Nicephorus, that he makes the ho 0 
H Chri 
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Hair long, for the Sciſſars had never 


been uſed upon his Head, nor had the 


Hand of any one touched him, beſides that 
of his Mother the Virgin, when he was 
as yet a Child. His Neck was not ſtiff, 
nor his Carriage lofty or proud. He 
ſtooped a little with his Head. His Com- 
plection wasalmoſtof the Colour of Wheat; 
his Countenance neither round nor ſharp, 
but like his Mother's ſomething longiſh, 
and pretty much upon the Vermilion. Gra- 
vity, Prudence, Meekneſs and Clemency 
were painted in his Face; in a word, he re- 
ſembled perfectly his divine Mother. 


To have a juſt Idea of the Sentiments 
of this Writer concerning the Body of 


Chriſt, it ſeems neceſſary to introduce the 
4 De- 


Chriſt by Tradition to have been (if Langus renders him right) 
ad Palmos prorſus ſeptem, full ſeven Hands Breadth ; which 
Length, allowing four Hands Breadth to the Foot, according to 
the uſual Account, wants one Hand Breadth of two foot ; the Sta- 
ture of a Dwarf of the leaſt Size. But if by Palmos he means 
Spans, whereof about three make up two Foot, ſo likewiſe could he 
be but four Foot and a Span long, too ſhort a Stature for a comel 
Body, ſuch as we may well and piouſly conceive he had; and it ſhould | 
ſeem by that of the Apoſile, till we come to a perfect Man, uth 
to the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, that his 


/ 
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Deſcription he gives of the Virgin Mary, 
which follows ; “ She was of a moderate 
« Stature, or, according to ſome, a little be- 
e Jow the ordinary Size of Women. Her 


| « Complexion was of the Colour of Wheat, 


« her Hair fair, her Eyes lively, the Eye- 
e ball yellowiſh or olive- colour, but Eye- 
« brows black and ſemicircular ; her Noſe 
« ſomewhat long, her Lips red, her Hands 
« and Fingers large, her Air grave, ſimple 
« and modeſt, her Cloaths neat, without 
« any Pride or Oſtentation, and of the na- 
« tural Colour of the Wool.” This Ac- 
count bears ſome Reſemblance to an Opi- 
nion among the e_/Zgyptians, concerning 
the beautiful Perſon of a Virgin that was 
to conceive, which is mention'd by * Mer- 
cer in his Lexicon. | 


Tus Deſcription of the Virgin Marygiven 
by Nicephorus is modeſt enough, conſider- 
ing it was his own Invention, and no way 

H 2 ſup- 


* Zgyptiorum Dogma eſt, Oritur in primo Virginis De- 
cano Puella Arabice fed corrupte dicta Aderenoſa, h. e. Virgo 
munda, magnifica, immaculata, Corpore decora, Vultu ve- 
nufta, Habitu modeſta, Crine prolixo, Manu duas Ariſtas te- 
nens ſupra ſolium aulzatum . relidens, Puerum nutriens ac 
jure paſcens. Hoc Puero ſignificatur JESUS quem Grace 
Chriſtum dicunt. Merceri Lexicon, p. 2829. 


| 
'L 
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ſupported by Antiquity; but the Modern 
Papiſts are far from being pleaſed with 
this mean and flat Repreſentation, and 
thereforc to make her in ſome meaſure a 
proper Object of their Idolatrous Devotion, 
they have wonderfully dignified and ad- 
vanced her Character. Whatever (lays 
«* one of them) the Creator ſaw beau- 
« tiful in Heaven or Earth, he beſtowed in 
<« the Limning of this rare Piece, not that 
e ſhe might be ſtiled the moſt fair amongſt the 
* Daughters of Women, but by a heaven- 
* by Prerogative, the alone Fair, the alone 
«© Lovely. Look how many Parts, ſo ma- 
ny Arts you might diſcern of the Celeſtial 
« Limner. And this is no way repugnant 
to Reaſon it ſelf, for if Chriſt was Fair a- 
“ bove the Sons of Men, ſhould not ſhe 
© be ſo above their Daughters, ſince from 
* her alone he reccived his Fleſh ? Gregory 
« Naztanzen proclaims, that ſhe ſurpaſſed 
« all Women in Lovelineſs. Andreas 
« ſays, that ſhe was a Statue carved by 
„ God's own Hand. Others, of thoſe firſt 
« and purer Times, not without Admira- 

| . 


2 See the Life of the Virgin Mary, written by Anthony Staf- 
ford. p. 2, 3, Cc. 
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of this ſtately Palace. And truly our 
Belief may eaſily digeſt this, that his 
Omnipotency would make her fit to be 
the Mother of his Son, Empreſs of this 
lower World, and the blefſed Conduit, 
through which ſhould paſs the Myſtery 
of Man's Redemption. Her excellent 
Temperature, her Conformity of Mem- 
bers, her firm and conſtant Complexion 
freed her from all Contagion and Diſ- 
caſes. She was no other than a walking 


* Spring. Such Variety of ſweet Odours 


her very Pores breathed out on all that 
came near her, as we read of Alexan- 
der's living Body, and the Mgyptian 
Carcaſes, which by a thin ſpare Diet ob- 
ſerv'd in Life, even after Death ſent forth 
a molt ſweet Perfume. Her chaſte Eyes 
ſent forth ſuch divine Beams, (that though 
her Lovelineſs moved not only all Minds 
to honour her, and all Eycs to gaze on 


© her) yet they never kindled an unholy 


Fire in the moſt aduitctate Boſom. She 
conceived, and bore her Son not only 


* without Pain, but with infinite Delight. 


« $hc 
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„ She was not only without Blemiſh, but 
cc her very Looks ſent forth ſuch heavenly 
* Rays, that whoſoever beheld them, drew 
« thence a Veſtal Fire that never went out, 
« and vowed an everlaſting Virginity. ” 
* Theſe and ſuch like, are the Deſcriptions 
of the Virgin Mary, to be met with in all 
the Writers of the Romiſh Communion. 
They are believed as rigidly as Articles of 
Faith, and to deny them, is the higheſt de. 
grce of Wickedneſs and Blaſphemy. 


Many Pictures of the Virgin are ſhewn 
to this day, taken as is pretended from the 
| ori- 


* The Omnipotent God, ſays another, did in Holy Mary, ſuns 
1p all the Excellencies of Nature and Grace poſſible, and which 
may be aſſembled in the Boſom of one pure Creature, whereby 
| ſhe ſhould become the moſt abſolute Effect of his Power, and moſt 

accompliſhed Image of his Goodneſs. For ſhould I walk thro' 
the vaſt Regions f the glorious Saints, the Tribes and Hierar- 


chies of the Angels, and the delicious Gardens and Springs of 


Grace and Virtue, Holy Mary hath the Fulneſs of them all. She 
is enriched with the choiceſt Gifts of Nature and Grace, ſuitable 
to the inefſable Dignity, and ſmgular Privilege of her divine 
Maternity, and was therefore adorned with a 5 uniform Tem- 
per of Body, and Harmony of the Paſſions of her Mind. The 
Saints confeſs her to be their Supreme Lady and Patroneſs, and 
therefore doth the Holy Catholick Church requeſt her Interceſſion 
and Protection over all Believers, through each Moment of Life 
and at the Hour of Death, by Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
guiding to all Truth; becauſe ſue is the Mother of God, and with 
ber all Chriſtians vow Obedience, Fealty and Homage to her, 
as to their Supreme Governeſs, Liege Lady and Advocate. 
Contemplations on the Life and Glory of Holy Mary, Preface, 


and Pages 20, 21, 
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original Deſcription of Nicephorus; and at 
Rome is now to be ſeen (if you'll believe 
it) a Painting-of the Holy Virgin holding 
the. Child Feſus in her Arms, drawn by St. 
Luke himſeif. The Greek Church depend- 
ing upon the Authority of this Writer, 
ſhew many Paintings by this Evangeliſt, 
which they adore and worſhip with divine 
Honours. But as * Dr. Covel obſerves, St. 
Luke could hardly draw a Picture of Chriſt, 
having never ſeen him in the Fleſh, no more 
than his Maſter St. Paul did; yet he aſſerts, 
that the ordinary Profeſlion of St. Luke was 
a Painter ; this he offers without any Au- 
thority, for the F Ancients have no where 
informed us about it. Indeed Theodore 
Lecturer of Conſtantinople, in the ſixth Cen- 
tury, ſays, that Eudotia ſent from Jeruſa- 
lem to Conſtantinople to the Empreſs Pul- 
eheria a Picture of the Virgin Mary, painted 
by © St. Zake ; but the Writers of the firſt 
Ages are ſilent upon this Subject. Beſides, 
if St. Luke was by Deſcent and Religion. 

a 


* Covel's: Account of the preſent Greek Church, p. 398. 

+ Calmer's Hiſforical Dictionary, Artic. Mary. 

+ If you'll believe the Papiſts, you may ſee at Aix la Cha- 
pelle, the Picture of the Virgin with our Saviour in her Arms, 
emboſſed on 4 Jaſper by St. Luke, that hung about Charle- 
magne's Neck at bis Death. Morreri's Dif. Aix la Chapclie. 
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a Jew, and one of the ſeventy Diſciples, as 
ſome imagine, it was impoſſible he ſhould 
exerciſe the Art of Painting; for as 
* Origen obſerves, no Painter could be ad- 
mitted, no Statuary, their Law utterly ex- 
cluding theſe ſort of Men, leſt occaſion 
fhould be given to Perſons of groſs Appre- 
henſions to pay divine Worſhip to the 
Work of Men's hands. If this Evangeliſt 
were a Gentile, and converted by St. Paul 
at Antioch, which is moſt probable, how 
could he paint Chr:/? and his Mother, whom 
tis ſuppoſed he had never ſeen ? + or at leaſt 
could never imagine they would make that 
Figure in the World, as to render their Pic- 
tures of any value or eſteem? This Miſtake is 

founded 


* Origen contra Celſum, I. 4. | 

+ Ecquis ſibi in Animum inducat Pictorem Ethnicum, in 
Syria degentem, Teroſolymis poſitos, quibus nec fidem adjunxe- 
rat, Coloribus expreſſiſſe? Lucam ex priſtina Profeſſione, non 
Pictorem ſed Medicum dicimus, quem illi Titulum unicum 
priſca ætas attribuit. Et cum viris hujus ævi eruditis facile 
ſuſpicamur, ex Nominum æquivoco ortam eſſe in vulgus 
aberrationem, celebremque Deipare Tabellam a pio quodam 
et religioſo Pictore, cui forte Lucas Nomen erat, olim effictam. 
Cognomini Evangeliſtz fuiſſe attributam; ex qua aliæ quoque 
ſecutis Temporibus expreſſæ ſint, quibus idem quoque Nomen 
novã aberratione datum eſt. Unum enim eundemque pinx iſſe 
omnes impoſſibile eſt, cum nec eãdem Specie, ac Forwi ſint 
quz circumferuntur univerſæ, nec eundem referant peni- 
cilum. Serry Exercitat, quadrageſima ſeptima. 
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founded upon a Falſhood invented by * N;- 
| cephorus, who ſays, that the Apoſtle St. 
Luke made a Painting of the Mother of 
, Chriſt with his own Hands, whilſt ſhe was 
| living; this Picture ſhe ſaw, and was plea- 
| ſed with the Reſemblance and Likeneſs it 
- | <cxpreſled. 


No Credit is to be allowed this Greek 
Hiſtorian, who (with John of Damaſcus) 
is a ſtrong Advocate for Imagery and Fop- 
pery in Religion; and his Teſtimony is ſo 
weak, that the Popiſh Writers give up his 
Authority. Nicephorus, ſays + Calmer, and 
thoſe that follgwed him, give no Proof for 
what they advance on this Subject, and de- 
ſerve no Credit. He deſcribes, indeed, a 
beautiful Perſon according to the taſte of 
the Age in which he lived; but the Fews, 
2s was before obſerved, had a different No- 


Ws. » TY» TY WF, ONE a Iu” TED. BW 


1 tion of Beauty; and therefore, I Theodore 
: the Hiſtorian of the ſixth Age, ſays, that 
. out Saviour ought rather to be repreſented 
1 | 

. 3 * Vieepb. Hiſt. lib. 15. cap. 14. 

N + Calmet's Hiſtorical Dictionary, Artic. Mary. 


7 + Theodori Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib. 1. c, 4. Magis 2 
eſt Vericati, Chriſtum criſpo & raro Capillitio pingere, c. 
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with thin frizzled Hair. * Tertullian, in the 
Beginning of the third Century, gives no 
other Account of any Picture of Chriſt in 
his Time, than that he was repreſented on 
the ſacred Veſſels, like 4 Shepherd carrying 
the loſt Sheep upon his Shoulders. There 
is in the ſecond Volume of Baronius, un- 
der the Reign of Conſtant ine, the Repre- 
ſentation of a Medal ſtruck in honour of 
Criſpus the Son of Conſtant ine; on the one 
Side is the Figure of Criſpus, with this In- 
ſcription, Criſpus nob. Caeſ. on the other, is 
our Saviour ſitting with a Croſs in his Hand, 
the Inſcription, Salus et Spes X R. Pub. 
licae. He is there expreſſed with a thin de- 
jected Countenance, and with ſhort curled 
Hair. é 


+ Salian, a learned Jeſuit of Avignon, in 
the laſt Century, mentions a very ſtrange 
Opinion, concerning the Formation of 
Adam's Body, which (tho' trifling and ridi- 
culous in it ſelf) as it ſhews the Sentiments 
of ſome Writers, relating to the Beauty and 
Shape of our Saviour's Perſon, may not be 
impro- 


* In Calicibus effigiari conſueviſſe, ut Paſtorem Ovem per- 
ditum in Humeros portantem. Tertull. de Carne Chriſti. 
＋ Saliani Annal. Tom. I. See Bayle's Dict. Artic. Adam. 
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improperly introduced; They ſuppoſe, ſays 
he, that God, or the Word, intending to 
create Man, aſſumed a perfect and beant:- 


ful human Body; and that he formed the. 


Body of Adam on that Model, whence God 
might ſay, in relation to this Body, that he 
made Man after his own Image. This Ap- 
parition of God, they ſay, was the firſt Pre- 
lude to the Incarnation ; for the ſecond Per- 
ſon of the Trinity, cloathed himſelf with 
the Appearance of the ſame Nature, he was 
one day to aſſume in the Fleſh, and under 
the Likeneſs of the moſt beautiful Man that 
ever was; he labour d in the Production of 
Adam, whom he made a Copy of that great 
and divine Original of Beauty which he had 
aſſumed. * The moſt Clement and Fair aſſu- 
ming this divine Form and Beauty, which 
he was in proceſs of Time to cloath himſelf 
withal, even to Fleſh and Bones, created 


Man, beſtowing on him this noble Form, 


himſelf the Original Archetype, the moſt 
beautiful Creator of a moſt beautiful Crea- 
12 ture. 


* Hanc Speciem divinamque Pulchritudinem elementiſſi- 
mus for moſiſſimuſque aſſumens, quam erat poſt multa Tem- 
pora uſque ad Carnem et Offa aſſumpturus, creabat Homi- 
nem. largiens ei Speciem hanc tantam, ipſe primus Archetypus 
pacioſiſſtmus ipſe ſpecioſiſſimæ Piolis Creator. Saliani Annal. 


( 60 0 

ture. In ſhort, the Form which the Ward 
aſſumed, was like that which Moſes and 
Elias appeared in on the day of the Tranſ- 
figuration, like what was ſeen by St. Peter 
on Mount Tabor, and by Moſes on Mount 
Sinai. No wonder, after this, that theſe 
Exclamations ſhould be made! What and 
how great muſt be the Beauty of the firſt 
Man, and what Charms muſt dwell in his 
Countenance ? But what is ſtill more ſtrange, 
Adam himſelf ſaw his own Maker, and the 
Manner how his Body was formed by the 
fair hands of its Author : + When Man 
was created, he beheld thoſe divine Hands, 
that Ambroſial Countenance, and thoſe 
Beautiful Arms, which formed his Body 
and faſhioned every Member of it. Theſe 
are ſome of the monſtrous Opinions, raiſed 
as a Superſtructure upon thoſe popular Im- 
putations, concerning the Beauty and Per- 
fetions of our Saviour's Body. 


Taz Arguments that follow, are to be 
found ſcatter d up and down in the Wri- 


tings ' 


® Quantam qualemve credas primi Hominis illius venuſ⸗ 
tatem? Quantum in Ore decus, quas Gratias inſediſſe? ibid. 
+ Cum fingeretur Homo, Manus illas divinas aſpexit, am- 
broſioſque Vultus illos, pulcherrima Brachia Corpus ſuum fin- 
gentia, ſinguloſque Artus ducentia. ibid. 
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tings of Papiſts and Proteſtants. I ſhall 
ſhew_them, with all their Force, and leave 
them to the judicious Reader for his Opi- 
nion. The Body of Chriſt muſt neceſſa- 
rily have been very handſome, the better 
to introduce his Religion and his Doctrine 
to the World. Every one knows the Ad- 
vantages ariſing from a fine Shape and grace- 
ful Preſence, eſpecially in popular Aſſem- 
blies; when the Eyes are captivated with the 
Beauty of a Perſon, the Judgment is im- 
mediately byaſſed in his favour, and what- 
ever he ſays, is received with Approbation 
and Applauſe: Had our Lord made an un- 
graceful Appearance, a deſpicable mean A- 
ſpect would have been of great prejudice 
to his Deſigns, and derived a Reproach and 
Contempt upon his Preaching and his Per- 
ſon. He was appointed to ſuffer Hardſhips, 
Fatigue and Trouble, and conſequently had 
occaſion fpr a vigorous and healthy Body; 
he was to attract the Audience into a Be- 
lief of his Doctrine, and therefore it was 
neceſſary he ſhould be poſſeſſed with all bo- 
dily Accompliſhments, a delicate Complexi- 
on, an eaſy inſinuating Air, an obliging 
gracetul Carriage, and a Perſon and Bcha- 


viour 
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viour every way proper to advance the Pur- 
poſes he came about, to make Converts, 
and to introduce a new Religion. Theſe 
are the common Topicks offcr'd upon this 
Subject. 
Bur this Method of arguing, how plau- 
ſible ſoever, is far from being true: It is 
certain, that our Lord did ſuffer the vileſt 
Affronts and Indignities that the moſt con- 
firm'd Malice and harden'd Cruelty could 
inflict; the People had no regard to his Per- 
ſon, but treated him with the utmoſt Deri- 
ſion and Contempt, as if he had been the 
moſt frightful and deformed in the whole 
Creation ; they reviled him, pulled off his 
Hair, buffeted and ſpit upon him; Reproach- 
es and Inſults, that no polite Nation would 
admit towards the worſt of Criminals. Nor 
is it concluſive, that a graceful Carriage, a 
handſome Face and a fine Complexion, arc 
abſolutely uſeful to a Perſon that would in- 
troduce a new Religion. Mabomet had 
the Falling-Sickneſs, a large ill-ſhaped Head, 
a ſwarthy Perſon, and a very diſagreeable 
Appearance; and every one knows the Suc- 
ceſs of his Impoſtures. Apollonius Thya- 

næus, 
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neus, with all his Beauty, his Comelineſs, 
his Eloquence, his Deceit, his Induſtry, and 
falſe Miracles, could never make twenty 
Converts. But Jeſus Chriſt, without Beau- 


ty or Eloquence, made Proſelytes of the 


whole World, by the Force of Truth, the 
Purity of his Doctrine, the Excellence of his 
Precepts, and the Evidence of his Miracles. 


This was the moſt convincing Argument 


made uſe of in the firſt Ages of the Goſpel. 


Hap our Saviour conceived, that Beau- 
ty, Eloquence and Addreſs, were eſſential 
to his Deſign of converting the World, he 
would have made choice of- Apoſtles and 
Diſciples, whom he deſigned to employ, 


that chiefly excelled in theſe Accompliſh- 


ments; but this was ſo far from being the 
Caſe, that in his Election he had no manner 


of regard to theſe Qualifications. His 


reputed Father, (ſays a learned Proteſtant) 
was a Carpenter, and he choſe willingly 


to work at the ſame Trade. He made choice 


of 


Patrem ejus Putativum fuiſſe Fabrum, & ipſum 
ſorre eidem exercitio Mechanico operam dediſſe, & Diicipu- 
jos tanquam Apoſtolos fibi legiſſe ac Sectatores habere, non 
ſane Homines ſpectabiles ſed de vulgo Hominum. ing 
in 7/ai. Iii. 
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of Apoſtles and Diſciples, and had for hig 


Followers Perſons no way ſightly, but com- 
mon Men. We may judge of the reſt, by 


the Deſcription left us of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, rwo of the principal. 


* ST, Peter's Body was ſomewhat ſlen- 
der, and of a middle Size, but rather in- 
clining to Tallneſs, his Complexion was 
pale and almoſt white; the Hair of his 
Head and Beard curled and thick, but withal 
ſhort. + St Jerome, ſays, that he was bald, 
his Eyes black, but ſpeck'd with red; his 
Eye-brows thin, or none at all; his Noſe 
long, but rather broad and flat than ſharp, 


Sr. Paul was low, and of litttle Sta- 
ture, and ſomewhat ſtooping, his Complexi- 
on fair, his Countenance grave, his Head 
ſmall, his Eyes agreeable, his Eyc-brows 
hanging over, his Noſe long but graceful, 
his Beard thick, and like the Hair of his 
Head mix'd with grey Hairs : He was of an 
infirm Conſtitution, and frequently troubled 
with the Head-ach, which many think to be 

the 
* Nireph. Calif. lib. 2. cap. 37. 


+ Com. in Galat. 2. 
+ Niceph. lib. 2, cap. 37- 5190s 
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the Thorn in the Fleſh, mentioned in his 
Epiſtles Somewhat of this Deſcription 
may be learn'd from Lucian, where in the 
Perſon of Trypho, one of Pauls Diſciples, 
he calls him by way of Deriſion, The Bald- 
pated Galilean. That he was of low Sta- 
ture, he intimates himſelf, when he tells 
us, they were uſed to ſay of him, * his bo- 
dily Preſence was weak; and his Speech 
contemptible ; in which reſpect, he is ſtiled 
by + St. Chroy ſoſtom a Man three Cubits, or 
a little more than four Foot high. 


AND yet theſe and ſuch as theſe, fays 
+} Origen, were the Men made choice of by 
the Holy Jeſus for Preachers of his Doctrine, 
that it might be manifeſt to all the World 
that there was no crafty Deſign in it, and 
that they had a divine Power going along 
with them, which was more efficacious than 
the greateſt Volubility of Expreſſion or 
Ornaments of Speech, or Artifices that were 
uſed in the Compoſition of the Greeks || ; 
By theſe mean Perſons, poor F:ſhermen and 

K Tent- 


* 2 Cor. x. 10. 

+ St. Chry/oft. Ser m. in Petr & Pau! 
+ Contra Cell. lib. 3. 

|| Arno. adv. Gentes, lib. 2. 


(66) 

Tent-makers, was Chriſtianity diffuſed over 
the whole World; ſo that the greateſt Wits 
and Scholars, Orators, Grammarians, Rhe- 
toricians, Lawyers, Phyſicians and Philoſo- 
phers, have quitted their formerly dear and 
beloved Sentiments, and ſincerely embraced 
the Precepts and Doctrines of the Goſpel. 
* If a Man, ſays Plato (quoted by + Tillot- 
ſon) would be a perfect Pattern of Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs, and approved by God 
and Men, he muſt be ſtripped of all the 
things of this World, he muſt be poor and 
diſgraced, and be accounted a wicked and 
unjuſt Perſon ; he muſt be whipped, and 
tormented, and crucified as a MalefaQor: 
Arrian (cited by the ſame Writer) in his 
Epiſtle, deſcribing a Man proper to intro- 
duce a New Religion, and to reform the 
World, ſays, The Apoſtle, the Meſſen- 
« per, the Preacher and Miniſter of God, 
« muſt be without Houſe or Harbour and 
« all worldly Accommodations; he muſt be 
« armed with the greatcſt Patience for Suf- 
ce ferings, as if he were a Stone and void of 
# Senſe, he muſt be a Spectacle of Miſery 
and Contempt to the World.“ 


It 


* Plato de Legib. lib. 2. 
t Tillotion's Serrs, Fol. Edit. Vol. 2. Serm. 55. 
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Is a cettain Air of Majeſty (ay the Wri- 
ters of this ſide) if a Grace in ſpeaking and 
a Power in perſuading, contribute to the 
Perfections of a Man; it cannot be denied 
but Chrift had thoſe Accompliſhments in 
the higheſt degree. The Goſpel furniſhes 
us with many Examples ; * When the Mer- 
chants and Money-Changers fled out of the 
Temple, He who had neither Army nor 
Authority, obliged them to depart without 
Reſiſtance. It muſt, ſays + St. Jerome, 
have been the Majeſty of bis Perſon, and 
the aſteniſhing Luſtre of his Face, that 
terrified the Merchants, and drove them out 
of his Father's Houſe. The Effect of his 
guguſt Appearance was the ſame in the O. 
live Garden, when 7, a Troop of Soldiers 
came to apprehend him, he defeated them 
all by a ſingle Word ; || they went back- 
ward, and fell ta the ground: The Jews 


ſent others to tale him, while he was preach- 


K 2 ing 


Matt. xxi. 12. | 

+ Ferom. in Malt. xxi. 
+ Nik enim habuiſſet & in Vultu quiddam Oculiſque ſide- 
reum, nunquam ſtatim eum ſecuti fuiſſent Apoſtoli, nec ad 
comprehendendum eum miſſi corruiſſent. 

John xvii!, 6. { 


668) 
ing to the Soldiers, but none of them durſt 
lay hands on him; they returned to thoſe 


that ſent them, ſaying, * Never Man ſpake 
like this Man . 


IT is farther ſaid, that the greateſt Ene- 
mics to Chriſt and his Religion, never re- 
proach'd him with Unhandſomeneſs or De- 
formity. Julian the Apoſtate, the Fews 
and Heathens, never reviled him upon that 
account. They accuſed him indeed of be. 
ing the T Son of an Adultereſs, being an 
ignorant Man and without Learning, a Ma- 
gician and a Seducer, a Madman and poſ- 
ſeſſed with the Devil, one that worked falſe 
Miracles, a Glutton and a Drunkard. || The 
Jews have invented monſtrous Relations of 
his Birth, his Life, his Miracles, and his 
Death ; but he was never reproach'd with 
an ill Shape or a forbidding Countenance : 
which proves, that the greateſt of his Enc- 
mies had no grounds that carried the leaſt 


Proba- 


1 2 Id have been flr if the Anſwer 
+ Argument would have onger, io the A 
had been, Never by Man looked like this Man. 

7 Tertull. de Sp 


Toledos 7550 or the Life of Feſus. 


(69) 
Probability of Truth, to form ſuch an Ac- 
cuſation againſt him. 


THESE are the Arguments that are of- 
fer d in Defence of the Majeſty, the Beauty 
and Gracefulneſs of our Saviour's Perſon. 
They are ſtated in their full force, and the 
Weight of them muſt be determined by the 


Reader's Judgment: What is commonly 


ſaid to ſupport the contrary Opinion, will 
be the Subje of the Second Part of this 
1 8 


THE 
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SECOND PART. 


HE Reverence-that is juſtly due 
to the Body of the Meſſiah, re- 
quires, that this Subje ſhould 


be treated with the greateſt Decency and 
Reſerve ; I am ſenſible of the Danger there 
is of ſaying too much or too little, 


( 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
« 
cc 
ce 


cc 


& 1 woULD have it known, (ſays a lear- 
ned * Writer upon the ſame occaſion) that 
I reverence and adore whatever was Hu- 
man in the Perſon of Ehriſt, nor can I 
without horror, endure any Expreſſions. 
to be applicd to the Son of God, that are 
inconſiſtent with his divine Majefty : But 
fince Truth alone is the Foundation of 
the Chriſtian Religion, how vain and un- 
worthy are we, when we force it from 

« us 
* Rigalr. de Pulchritudine Chrifti. 


(71) 
te us as it offers it ſelf to our Eyes, and 
« place phantaſtical Trifles in the room of 
« jt, that are founded upon Ignorance or 
« human Cunning, which True Chriſtians 
« eyer juſtly abhorred ? ” 


LET it be remember'd then, that in this 
place I am to ſpeak of our Saviour as a 
mere Man, and that the point in queſtion 
is no Article of Faith, but left indifferent 


for every one to believe as he pleaſes. 1 


ſhall therefore at preſent draw a Veil before 
the Divinity of Jeſus, and conſider him in 
the loweſt State of Miſery and Humiliation, 
whetein he is repreſented (if Credit may be 
given to the moſt * ancient Writers, who 
may be ſuppoſed to come nigheſt the Truth) 
as a very mean and deſpicable Man, whoſe 
divine Doctrine drew upon him the Malice 
and Cruclty of the moſt ſavage Enemies, 
and 

* Hodie ſunt qui Chriſtum crucifixum confitentur, at de- 
formem fuiſſe negant, imo formoſiſſimum pingunt. Non 
| indignor. Hoc tantum exoratos velim ut veterum Teſtimo- 
nia, quz ſunt ſequenti Diſceptationi ſubjecta meeum attentiùs 
videant. Quibus expenſis examinatiſque ſi non veram 
mini noſtri Pulchritudinem ab imaginaria longe diverſam 
eſſe mecum agnoſcant, nihil morabor quin abducant me ſe- 


cum adſtipulatorem. Ngalt. de Pulchritud. Chriſti, Lec- 
tort, 


(72) 
and (to make him perfect by Sufferings) 
whole forbidding and ungraceful Perſon ex- 
poſed him to the utmoſt Indignity and Con- 
| tempt, which to a generous Mind arc worſe 


than Death: 


THE Prophecy of Iſaiah is remarkable 
for many extraordinary Paſſages relating to 
the Perſon and Sufferings of the Meſſiah; 
but the Prediction that follows, is confeſſed 
to be as particular and expreſſive as any in 
the whole Book. * As many were aſto- 
niſbed at thee (his Countenance was ſo mar- 
red more than any Man, and his Form more 
than the Sons of Men) ſo ſball he ſprinkle 
many Nations, the Kings ſhall ſhut their 
Mouths at him; for that which had not 
been told them ſhall they ſee, and that 
which they had not heard ſball they conſi- 


der. Who hath believed our Report, and © 


to whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed? 
for he ſhall grow up before him as a ten- 
der Plant, and as a Root out of dry Ground. 
He hath no Form nor Comelineſs, and 
when we ſball ſee him, there is no Beauty 

that 


* Iſaiah lii. v. 14, 15. and liii. v. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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that we ſhould deſire him. He is deſpiſed 


and rejected of Men, a Man of Sorrows 
and acquainted with Grief, and we hid as 
it. were our Faces from him, he was deſpiſed 
and we eſteemed him not. Surely he hath 
born our Griefs and carried our Sorrows, 
Jet we did eſteem him ſiricken, ſmitten of 
God and-afflifted. 


TAE Old Hebrews underſtood this Pre- 
diction to relate litcrally to the Perſon and 
Sufferings of the Meſſiah ; but the Fews 
ſome Ages before the Diſſolution of their Go- 
vernment, denicd that this Deſcription re- 
lated to him at all ; for being frequently ſub- 
ducd and harraſſed by different Nations, the 
Syrians, the Babylonians and Romans, they 
expected a Meſſiah, (as was before obſerv d) 
like Cyrus or Alexander, to fight their Bat- 
tles and deſtroy their Enemies. 


IT is the general Opinion of the Fathers 
and Commentators, that this Prophecy is 
literally to be underſtood of the Meſſier 3 
but with this differeace, that ſome, and the 
moſt by far, apply this Deſcription to the 
Perſon of Chriſt, from a ſtate of Manhood 

L | ro 


(74) 
to the time of his Death ; * others contend, 
that the Character of him in this Prophecy, 
relates only to the time when he was under 
the Proſecution of his Enemies, and the In- 
ſults he ſuffer d before he was crucified; or 
in other Words, ſome would have it, that 
our Saviour all his Life long Had no Form 
nor Comelineſs, and that he was always 4 
Man of Sorrows and acquainted with Grief, 
when others aſſert, that he was exceedingly 
handſome and beautiful, with an open and 


_ engaging Aſpect, till he was apprehended, 


ſcourged, buffeted and ſpit upon; then in- 
deed, he was without Form or Comelineſs, 
his Countenance then was ſo marred more 
than any Man, and his Form more than 
the Sons of Men, To this purpoſe, is the 
Obſervation of a + learned Writer upon 
the preceding Verſes : © Lyranus, ſays he, 

« and 


* Louth in his Comment on Iſaiah is of this Opinion. 

+ Lyranus et alii Interpretes iſtum Chriſti deformatum 
Vultum ad tem pus Paſſionis ejus reſtringunt, quum Facies 
ejus livebat tota Colaphis, quum Sputo, Sanguine, Sudore, Pul- 
vere fœdata erat, quum Genz evul{? bar bã deformatæ erant ; 
ſed male ad id tem pus verba iſta Prophetz reſtringuntur ; nam 
de Chriſti Paſſione poſtes agit Propheta ; jam totus in eo eſt 
hoc & ſequente Verſiculo, ut totam Chriſti Vitæ Sortem & 
Conditionem bumilem nobis ob Oculos ponat. Hic enim Pro- 
pheta dicit Chriſum tam humili & deſpectã Specie futurum, 
ut omnes qui eum intuebantur plane dimiraturi ſint, &c. 
Capelli Notæ Criticæ in Jai. cap. liii. v. 2, 3. 


(75) 

c and other more modern Interpreters, re- 
ce ſtrain the Deſcription given of the deform. 
« ed Aſpect of Chriſt, to the time of his 
« Paſlion, when his Face was all over black 
« and blue with Buffets, and bedaubed 
« with Spittle, with Blood and Sweat and 
« Duſt, and when his Cheeks were torn by 
« pulling off his Beard.” But theſe Words 
are improperly confined to that time, for the 
Prophet ſpeaks afterwards of the Paſſion 
of Chriſt; in this and the following Verſe, 
he is wholly taken up in ſetting before us 
the mean and humble Appearance and Con- 
dition of Chriſt a/l his Life long. The ſame 
* Writer, in his Comment upon this Pro- 
phecy, remarks, that Cyrus may indeed in 
ſome reſpect beſtiled a Type of the Meanneſs 
of our Lord's outward Appearance, for he 
ſpent the firſt part of his Life among Shep- 
herds in a poor Cottage, but his Countenance 
was far from being aſtoniſhing and frightful to 
L 2 thoſe 

* Sane fuit quidem Cyrus humili in Caſi primum inter Paſ- 


tores educatus, atque eo reſpectu fuit etiam aliquatenus hu- 
milis Chriſti conditionis Typus. at vero non fuit tam dejectus 


ejus Aſpectus ut præterea obſtu peſcere debuerunt qui eum 


intuebantur. Chriſto ſane id longe melius convenit. 
Non fuit ei Species tam decora & formoſa, tamque viſendæ 
Majeſtatis plena, ut Hominum in Oculos in ſe converterat, & 
Admirationem Formæ ſuæ Elegantia ad ſe raperet. Cappelli 
Notz in Loc. 
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thoſe who ſaw him ;' ſuch a Character a- 
grees with much more propriety to the 
Perſon of Chriſt, His Form was not ſo 
beautiful and agreeable, nor ſo full of Ma- 
jeſty to look upon, as to attract the Eyes of 
the Beholders, or to captivate their Affecti- 
on and Wonder upon the account of the 
Delicacy of his Shape. And this Author 
ſpeaks the Sentiments of the beſt Expoſitors. 
Beſides, what Meanneſs or Diſgrace could 
attend a condemned Perſon, for having his 
Face and Body appear diſagreeable and 
frightful when he lay under the Stripes and 
Cruelty of an enraged Populace ? There is 
nothing in this ſo particular, as to have a 
Prediction founded upon it, when it was 
impoſlible it ſhould be otherwiſe ; there- 
fore * Cornelius a Lapide remarks juſtly up- 
on this Prophecy, that Chriſt was without 
Form or Comelineſs from the Beginning of 
his Life to his Crucifixion. 


Tur learned + Grotius aſſerts upon this 


Prophecy, that our Saviour had nothing of 


Ma- 


Non habebat aliquid dignum Aſpectu. ſed erat Deſpectus; 
Talis Vir fuit Cbriſtus ab Initio Nativitatis uſque ad Mortem. 
Cornel, in loc. 

+ Nihil magnificum in Vultu prefert, macer & mceſtus. 
Grot. in Jai. lint. v. 2, 


ö „ 

Majeſty in his Countenance, he had 2 hin 
melancholy Aſpect. And to this ſorrowful 
Appearance of his, Rigaltius applies the 
Queſtion ask d by the * Zews, Thou art not 
yet fifty Tears old, and haſt thou ſeen Abra- 
ham ? They thought our Lord was approach- 
ing to that Age, which they judged by the 
Lines and Features of his Face. Had his 
Complexion been florid, freſh and beautiful, 
they would rather have thought him young- 
er; but obſerving the Wrinkles drawn upon 
his Brow (that was no way inviting before) 
by Poverty and deep Sorrow, they conclu- 
ded him to have becn near twenty Years 
older than really he was. To confirm this 
Obſervation, the ſame Author inſiſts, that 
one + Jirmond, a Man of extraordinary Pi- 
ety and Learning, told him that he had (cen 
f an 

John viii. 57. Ad Dominici Vultus triſtitiam pertinere 
videtur, quod apud Foannem Judzi Aratem Chriſti quaſi ad 
quinquageſimum Annum Vergentem denorant, in tacie nimi- 
rum indecora, confuſis ipſa Deformitate lineamentis, multo 
plures quam habebat Annos computabant. Rigaltii Notæ in 
Tertul. de Patientid. 

+ Virum eximiz Pietatis & Doctrinæ Facobum Sirmondum 
audivi narrantem ſe vidiſſe Numiſma vetus aureum cuſum 
ut ipſe arbitrabatur ſub Conſtantino, ſculptura Faciem exhibe- 
bat ſatis deformem & horridam, & in altera parte Templum ; 
Nihil aliud indicare videtur quam Chriſtum qui Jemplum, hoc 


eſt Corpus ſuum, Morte deſtructum & diſſolutum tertiã Die 
reſtituit. Rigalt in cod. loco. 


(78) 

an old Medal of Gold ftruck as he ſuppo- 
ſed in the Reign of Conſtantine; on the 
one ſide was a Face ſufficiently frightful and 
deformed, the other ſide repreſented a Tem- 
ple. This, according to him, could intend 
no Perſon but 7eſus Chriſt, who raiſed his 
Temple, that is his Body, diſſolvd and de- 
ſtroyed by Death, upon the third Day. 


IT is certain, ſays * Cornelius a Lapide, 
that Chriſt could not be look'd upon but 
with Diſtaſte, he was an Object no ways plea- 
ſing, ſo as to attract the Eyes of the Behold- 
ers upon him. He adds, as was before ob- 
ſerv'd, that the Prophecy of Iſaiab, which 
imports, that he ſhould be without Form 
or Beauty, was verified in his Perſon all his 


Life-time. 


+SANCTIUS, a Voluminous Writer, in 


his Comment upon this Prophet, remarks, 
that 


* Hoc verum fuit in Chriſto, non fuit aſpectabilis, non ha- 
bebat aliquid diguum aſpectu, quod Oculos adipicientium 
ad ſe traberet, ec. Cornel. a Lap. in 1/ai. liii. 2, 3. 


+ —— Chriſtum Aſpectum non habuiſſe nempe talem qua- 
lem Homines ſuſpicere atque revereri ſolent; nam cognove- 
runt illum eo Aſpectu atque Habitu, ut Fabri filius putaretur, 
et noviſſimum Virorum, ita ut nihil exiſtimaretur abjectius aut 
indignius. Santi. in Jai. li. 27 3. 


(79) 

that CHriſt had no ſuch an Aſpect as to 
command Reſpect and Reverence; for the 
Jeus conſider'd him in no other view than 
as a Carpenter's Son, and a moſt contempti- 
ble Perſon, ſo that nothing could be thought 
more abject or diſagreeable. * Eſtius a 
Jeſuit, in his Notes upon this Prediction, 
remarks, that Chriſt was ſo mean and de- 
formed, that no one would deſire to look 
him in the Face; for handſome Perſons are 
ſuch as are deſireable to look upon. 


＋ Pool, in his Annotations, explains the 
Prophecy in the ſame manner; « When 
« we ſhall look upon him, expecting to 
« find incomparable Beauty and Majeſty in 
« his Perſon and Countenance, we ſhall 
tc be altogether diſappointed, and ſhall meet 
« with nothing amzable or deſiteable in 
« him,” 


THOUGH 


* Adeo humilis et deformis erat, ut nemo deſideraret 
Vultum ejus intueri, nam formoſi dicuntur Aſpectu delidera- 
' biles. Eſtius in Iſai. liii. v. 2, 3. 

Non erat Aſpectus, id eſt res Aſpectu digna, quæ Oculos 
Aſprcientium ad ſe traheret. Iirinus e Societate Feſuin Lai. 
liii. v. 2, 3. 


+ Pool's Annotations en 7A. lin. v. 2, 3. 


(8) 


THoUGH there be no Expreſſion in the 

* Evangeliſts that directly gives a Deſcrip- 
tion of Chriſt's Perſon ; yet, as + Byneus 
a learned Writer obſerves, we may juſtly in- 
fer, from an Appellation our Saviour fre- 
quently uſed of himſelf, that he was a 
Man poſſeſſed of no Bodily Accompliſh- 
ments, he was utterly without Form or 
Comelineſs, and as uninviting with regard 
to any Charms or Graces in his Perſon, as 
he was abject, miſerable and diſtreſſed in his 
outward Fortune. He often diſtinguiſh'd 
himſelf by the Name of The Son of Man, a 
Character which cannot in Propriety be ap- 
plicd but to a Man of the loweſt and moſt 
forbidding Circumſtances, without any vi- 
ſible Beauty to recommend him, but vile 
and 

None of the Evangeliſts (moſl particular and preciſe in 
ſetting down other Circumſtances) have expreſſed any thing at all 
touching the Complexion, or Feature, or Stature of Chrift. Hap- 
pily, to this end, that no Picture or Statue might be made of 
- tim, as well knowing how inclinable by Nature, we are to turn 


the very Reſemblances and Memorials of thoſe whom we moſt ho- 
nour and reverence, into Idols. Hakewill Apology, b. 3. Sect. 2. 


The Innocence and Simplicity of the firſt Age attended only to 
heavenly Things, and paſſed by all Thoughts of Things Corpo- 
real and Earth as Concerns of no Conſequence. Rigalt. de 


Pulchrit. Chriſti. 
+ Bynaus de Morte Jeſu Chriſti, lib. 1. cap. 1. 
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and deſpicable in all Conſiderations. The 
Original is vs ayYpowre, the Word &, Sp 
1. is always us'd by the * Greeks as a 
Mark of Infamy, Contempt and Scorn, a- 
riſing from the ſad deplorable Figure the Per. 
ſon makes to whom it is applied ; which 
gave occaſion to Pilate (after he had crown- 
ed our Saviour with Thorns, mockcd 
him with a purple Robe, and expoſed him 
in the moſt ridiculous and reproachful man- 
ner) to cry out to the eus, ide d d; 
fee the Wretch, as it might be juſtly ren- 
der'd. He was found in faſhion, ſays Þ St. 
Paul, ws &yYponQ., as a Man, as the meaneſt 
of Men in his outward Appearance. Tou 
ſhall ſee, ſays Chriſt himſelf, vioy ⁊ ar- 
Ypwry the Son of Man ſitting on the right 
hand of Power and coming in the Clouds 
of Heaven; that is, © this poor contempti- 
« ble Man, whom ye now reproach and a- 
te buſe on the account of the Meanneſs of 
« his Form and Aſpect, and for his forlorn 
M « and 
* fSignificationis diverſitas apud Grzcos reperitur inter 
dv8pwrrov Hominem & dv da Virum. Nomen dv0pwro; enim de Ho, 
minibus admodum vilibus & contemptis, ut de publico Mi_ 


niſtro Judicum Capitalium, quem Græci #1491, Latini Car. 
nificem vocant. Bynaus de Morte Chrilt\, lib. 1. cap. 1. 


+ Philip. 2. 7, 8, 9, &c. 
+ Matt. 26. 94. 
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« and wretched Condition, ye ſhall here- 
« after ſee in his Glorious and Celeſtial 
« Body coming in Triumph, to paſs Judg- 
« ment upon his Judges themſelves.” The 
ſame * Author remarks juſtly, that Chri/? ne- 
ver made uſe of this Title after his Reſur- 
rection, after a Change had paſled upon his 
Body, which render'd it more Beautiful and 
Glorious. He refrained, ſays he, from this 
Appellation (which was expreſſive of his 
ordinary Form and Fortune) when he was 


about to aſcend into Heaven and to enter 


mnto his Glory. 


OUR next Search muſt be into the more 
immediate Ages of Chriſtianity ; for it can 
ſcarce be doubted, but ſome of the Fathers, 


who had that regard for their Re- 


deemer, as to ſuffer Death for his Religion, 
made ſome Inquiry into the Form and 
Shape of his divine Perſon. They muſt at 
leaſt have had the common Curioſity of 
Mankind, who never read or hear of any 


extra- 


* Obſervatione dignifſimum eſt quod Jeſus, ea Appellatione 
poſtquam rediit in Vitam ex Morte ſua acerb4 dirifſimaque 
uſus fit nunquam.————cum jam Gloriam ſuam intraturus 
eſſet ca Appellatione abſtinuir, quæ humilis ſuæ Conditionis 
& Formæ fuerat Indicium. Bynaus de Morte Chriſti, lib. 1. 
Cap. 1. | 
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extraordinary Man, who has brought about 
any notable Change or Revolution in the 
World, but are impatient to know ſome- 
thing of his Face, his Complexion, his 
Height, and other Circumſtances of his 
Shape; for which reaſon, thoſe who under- 
take to record the Actions of great Men, are 
as particular as poſſibly they can in the De- 


ſcription of their Perſons. 


Tux Writers of the firſt Century are ſi- 
lent and give no light into this Inquiry; but 
*Jrenæus, who flouriſhed in the Second, aſ- 
ſerts poſitively, that our Saviour was no 
way beautiful, that CHriſt as Man was un- 
handſome, and expoſed tothe common Acci- 
dents of human Life, that he rode upon an 
Aſs and drank Vinegar; but as God, he was 
Wonderful, moſt Lovely and Powerful. 


+ Clemens of Alexandria, a Writer in 
the third Century, takes frequent occaſions 
to ſpeak of our Saviour's Body; he ſays, 
that the Prophet 1/a/ah-cvidently forctold, 


that the Meſſiah ſhould appear in the Fleſh 
M 2 with- 


Iren. lib. 3. cap. 19. 
+ Clem, Alexand. Pxdagog. lib, 3. cap. 1. 
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without any Diſtinction of Beauty upon his 
Perſon. 4 We have ſeen him, ſays that 
“ Prophet, and he has no Form nor Come: 
«© lineſs for which we ſhould deſire him, 
His Shape and Appearance were deſpica- 
ble, his Aſpect was the leaſt graceful of 
all the Children of Men. But if Beauty 
« were a real Happineſs, who deſerv'd it 
« more, or had a better right to it? He had 
« not the leaſt Beauty in the Fleſh, which 
appears to the outward Eyes, but he was 
« all beautiful within, he fully poſſeſs d all 
& the Graces and Accompliſhments of the 
&© Mind. The Beauty of the Soul conſiſts 
ce in univerſal Beneficence to all Mankind, 
* and that of the Body in being immortal.” 
* He ſays, in another place, that according 
to the Opinion of a certain Philoſopher, 
wiſe Men were always beautiful, and the 
ſame may be ſaid of juſt Perſons, tho' they 
were not handſome in their Bodies, becauſe 
their Manners and Behaviour were holy 
and good; and to ſupport this Obſervation, 
he cites the Prophecy of 1/a:zah, which aſ- 
ſerts, that the Body of our Saviour ſhould 
be without Form or Comelineſs. He ob- 

ſerves 


s 


KA 
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* Clem, Alexand, lib, 1. Stromat. 
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ſerves further in another * Book, that 
« the Head of the Church appeared in the 
ce Fleſh without the Ornament of Perſonal 
« Beauty, to inform us, that we ought ra- 
te ther to raiſe our Hearts to inviſible Ob- 
ce jects and diſcngaged from Matter. And 
+ again, © It was not without reaſon, that 
« our Lord choſe to appear in a Form mean 
« and contemptible, and not pleaſing to the 
e Eyes, leſt Men by being too much en- 
e gaged by outward Charms, ſhould loſe 
ce that reliſh and eſteem which juſtly belong 
<« to things Spiritual and Divine.” 


Origen was the Diſciple of Clemens, and 
conform'd with the Sentiments of his Maſ- 
ter. 4 Celſas, the great Enemy of Chriſti- 
anity, objected, that 7eſus Chriſt was of 
ſmall Stature, ill-ſnaped, and of a low ob- 
ſcure Birth; from whence he concluded 
that he could not be God : for, ſays he, 
&« ſince the divine Spirit reſided in his Body, 
« he oughtto have been more excellent than 
tc other Men, in Stature, in Beauty, in Voice, 
« in Majeſty and Eloquence; for it is incre- 

« diblc, 


* Clem. Alexand. lib. 3. Stromat. 
1 Idem, lib. 6. Stromat. 
+ Origes contra Cel/. iib, 6. 
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& dible, that a Perſon that has more of 
« Divinity in him, ſhonld not be more 
« illuſtrious than common Men: but Fe- 
* ſus was no way preferable to any one 
«* elſe z he was, as the Chri/tians confeſs, 
« little, unſhapely and contemptible. Ori- 
gen anſwers this Objection, by replying, 
that it was allowed that the Body of Chriſt 
was not beautiful, but not that he was of 
a mean obſture and deſpicable Deſcent ; 
nor that he was of low Stature, as Celſus 
would have it; for the Prophet Iſaiah 
foretold, that the Meſſiah in the human 
Nature ſhould neither be diſtinguiſh'd by 
the Beauty of his Face, nor by any extra- 
ordinary Qualities in his Body. This was 
the Opinion of the Church in the Begin. 
ning of the third Century, 


Porphyry, (ſays * Rigaltius) Celſus, Ju- 
lian, and other obſtinate Enemies to Chri- 
ſtianity, 


* Deridebant olim Porphyrins, Celſus, Fulianus & alii Chri- 
ſtianos, quod Supplicio Crucis punitum adorarent : Nihilomi- 
nus, Temporis illius Chriſtianitas, pendentem in Cruce Do- 
minum meritò coluit, & nos hodie colimus. Odjectabant 
ili profanæ Mentis Homines, quod Chriſtum Hominem pu- 
ſillum ac deformem colerent & haberent pro Deo, nihilominus 
Majores illi noſtri Viri bene Chriſtiani talem fibi Chriſtum 
adſerebant & vindicabant Deum qui deformibus Corpuſculi 
ſui Lineamentis & Cruce ſui res humano peneri beneficen- 


tiſſimas præſtitiſſet. Ngalt. de Pulchritud. Fe/wChri/tz, Lectori. 
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ſlianity, objected to the Fathers, that they 
worſhipp'd Chriſt as God, who was a Per- 
ſon diminutive and deformed: But notwith- 
ſtanding this, our pious Anceſtors, Men truly 
Chriſtian, did confeſs ſuch a Chriſt and be- 
liev'd him to be' God, who with thoſe de- 
formed Lincaments of his Body, perform'd 
the moſt beneficent Actions for Mankind. 


In the ſame Age lived Tertullian, a 
ſtrong Apologiſt for the Service of Chriſtia- 
nity, who is very expreſs againſt the Beauty 
and Gracefulneſs of our Lord's Perſon. He 
aſſerts in many Places, that he was ſo far 
from being handſome, or even tolerable to 
look upon, that he appear'd * contemptible 
in the Eyes of Men; that he had not what 
we call an + honeſt Face, but was as it 
were a 4 Scandal to himſelf. He adds, that 
if the Prophets had ſaid nothing of the Mean- 
neſs and Uncomelineſs of our Lord's Per- 
ſon, the Pains that he ſuffer'd, and the 
Indignities he was exposd to, would a- 
bundantly prove it. He condeſcended to 
c be conceived in his Mother's Womb, he 

« waitcd 


* Vultu & Aſpectu inglorius. Tertul. de Idolat. 
+ Ne Aſpectu quidem honeſtus. Tertul. adv. Judzos. 
+ Contumelioſus inſuper ſibi eſt, Tertul. de Patientid. 
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© waited humbly for the Moment of his 
* Birth, he advanced in Age and increaſed 
in Stature like other Men; when he was 
*« grown up, he did not haſten to ſhew him- 
*« ſelf, but in ſome ſort miſuſed himſelf by 
e the Meanneſs of his Outſide, * Would 
* any one have dared to ſcratch and tear 
e his Body, and to ſpit upon his Face, if 
his Aſpect did not deſerve it? He hun- 
« ger d under the Temptation of the Devil, 
© thirſted with the Woman of Samarza, 
« wept over Lazarts, trembled at the Ap- 
« proach of Death, and at laſt poured out 
his Blood; how could he have ſuffer'd ſo, 
« and been ſo deſpiſed, if any thing in his 
« Appearance had ſhone or ſparkled with 
celeſtial Brightneſs ? ” 


La 
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* Carnis terrenz non mira Conditio: Unde huic Doctrina 
& Signa iſta, etiam Deſpicientium Formam ejus erat Vox. 
Adeo nec humanz Honeſtatis Corpus fuir, nedum Ceceleſtis 
Claritatis. Tacentibus apud nos quoque Prophetis de ignobili 
Aſpectu ejus ipſæ Paſſiones, ipſæque Contumeliæ loquuntur ; 
Paſſiones quidem humanam Carnem, Contumeliz vero in- 
honeſtam. An auſus eſſet aliquis ungue ſummo perſtringere 
Corpus novum, Sputaminibus contaminare Faciem niſi me- 
rentem ? Eſuriit ſub Diabolo, ſitiit ſub Samaritide, lacry ma- 
rus eſſet ſuper Lazarum, trepidavit ad Mortem, Sanguinem 
fudit poſtremò, quomodo contemni & pati poſſet ſi quid in 
illa Carne de cœleſti Generoſitate radiaſſet? Tertul. de 
Carne. 
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IT, Auguſtin confeſſed, that Jeſus . 


Ebriſt had a real Beauty, but this did not 
appear in his Body. As a Man, he had nei- 
ther Form nor Comelineſs, but as God he 
was cxcecding lovely. © The Spouſe was 
ce not beautiful in his Fleſh, but in his Virtue. 
<« If the Fews, his Perſecutors, could have 
*« diſcover'd his Beauty, they would not 
* have ruſh'd upon him , and beaten him 
c with Scourges, and crown'd him with 
© Thorns. His wonderful Beauty would have 
ce diſarmed thoſe Tortures, and even have 
ce obtained his Diſcharge without a Word's 
& ſpeaking. It is the Deformity of Chriſt 
that makes you beautiful; if he had not 
e pleaſed to appear unhandſome, you could 
« not have recover'd the Beauty you had 
« Joſt. He was nailed upon the Croſs with 
«© the moſt forbidding Appearance, but the 
« Mcannc(s of his Aſpect contributes to 
our Beauty. Let us therefore imitate 

| N * him 

* Ut Homo non habebat Speciem neque Decorem, ſed ſpe* 


cioſus Forma ex eo quod eſt prz Filiis Hominum. Amuguſt+ 
in Pal. xlv. 

Er ipſe Sponſus non Carne, fed Virtute formoſus. Idem 
in P/al. cxviii. : 

+ Niſi fœdum putarent, non inſilirent, non Flagellis cæde- 


rent, non Spinis coronarent. Mirabilis Forma exarmaſſet Tor- 


tores, atque etiam fine Voce Remiſſionem impetraſſet, &Qe. 
Auguſt, in Fſal. cxxvil. 


* 
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e him, and embrace our Raicemer, un- 
« graceful in this Life, let us love his Croſs 
« and glory in his Suffcrings, ” 


Tux ſame * Father attempts to reconcile 
the two Prophets 1/aiah and the Pſalmiſt; 
of whom, the firſt aſſerts, that CHriſt had 
neither Beauty nor Comelineſs ; the other, 
that he was fairer than the Children of 
Men; inſiſting, that the P/almiſt ſpeaks of 
his Divinity and Equality with the Father, 
being in the Form of God, he thought it not 
Robbery to be equal with God. But that 
Iſaiah repreſents him to us as a Man, in 
which State he abaſcd himſelf ſo low, as 
to take upon him the Form of a Servant, 
and was made in the Likeneſs of Men. So, 
ſays he, theſe two Paſlages are reconciled. 

What 


* Serm. 95. 

Habes ecce Prophetas duos, unum eundemque tibi prædi- 
cant Chriſtum, ſed ille deformem, iſte formoſum, ambo Va- 
res uno Spiritu pleni. Ple&ro ſuo David eximia perſonat Ope- 
ra, quæ Sermone ſuo Dominus per Filium ſuum apud Homi- 
nes agens in Corpore patrare decreverat. Humanam Corpo- 
ris illius Dominici Figuram Eſaias narrat humilem abjectam- 
que ad Injurias & Opprobria genitam. Filium Hominis 
obſequentem Patris pingit Eſaias. Patris in Filio Sermones 
prænunciat David. Itaque Myſtica ſunt hæc Davidis Ora- 
cula, & per varias tralationes A legorica. Quæ verò deſcribit 
Eſaias hiſtorica ſunt, & eſt Vaticinii Fides ad Literam pre- 
menda. Rigalt. de Pulchritud. Dom. Chriſti. | 


(or) 
What more beautiful than Chriſt as God ; 
What leſs ſo, than Chriſt crucified ? Quid 
eſt ſpecioſius Des? Quid deformius Crue 
cifixo 2 N 


Tux Teſtimonies of St. Jerom and St. 
Chryſoſtome have been produced in Evi- 
dence of our Lord's Beauty, but theſe Fa- 
thers are not uniform in their Opinion in 
all their Writings. The firſt of theſe, in 
the very ſame place where he admires the 
Brightneſs that ſhone upon the Face of 
Chriſt, and praiſes the Effects of it, in what 
he did to the Merchants that prophaned his 
Father's Houſe, confeſſes, that CHriſt was 
ſo vile and contemptible in the Eyes of 
Men, that a few days after he was taken 
and crucified by his Enemies; which makes 
him ſay, that the * Action of driving out 
the Merchants, was one of the greateſt Mi- 
racles that our Saviour ever did. And 
+ Chryſoſtome, who ſpoke ſo advantgeouſly 
of our Lord's Perſon, allows in another 
place, that Chriſt was ſo little reſpected, and 

N 2 his 


* Mihi inter omnia Signa quæ fecit, hoc videtur mirabi- 
lius, quod unus Homo & illo tempore contemptibilis, & in 
tantum vilis ut poſtea crucifigeretur, &c. Hieron, in Matt. 
xxi. 


+ Chryſoſt. Homil, 12. in Fob. 1. 
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his Aſpect commanded ſo ſmall regard, that 
Women of an infamous way of Life, Pub- 
licans and the vileſt ſort of People, follow- 
ed and convers'd with him with the greateſt 
Freedom and Liberty. 


* Michael Medina, wha aſſiſted at the 
Council of Trent, ſpeaks with great Mo- 
deration upon this Subject. He ſays, that 
Jeſus Chriſt aſſumed a Perſon and a Com- 
plexion the moſt proper for a wiſe and 
learned Man : He adds, that we muſt by no 
means come into the vain Imagination of 
thoſe who ſay, without any Proof, that our. 
Saviour was the moſt beautiful of the Sons 
of Men ; from whence they conclude, that 
he was of the moſt happy Conſtitution in 
the World, for this Opinion is founded upon 
certain Paſſages of Scripture, which ought 
to be underſtood in an Allegorical Senſe, 

and 


Mich. Med. lib. 2. de reai in Deum Fide, cap. 7. 
Ergo ut quæ diximus in Epilegum redigamus. Non quic- 
quam valet quod quidam fine Auctoritate comminiſcuntur, 
eumdem inter omnes Mortales ſpeciociſſimum fuiſſe, unde 
& optimi Temperamenti fuiſſe concludunt: Primò enim id 
non aliunde coligunt quam ex quorundam Sanz Scripturæ 
locorum myſtico Senſu in quibus ob Speciem commendatur; 
verim Pulchritudo illa (etiamſi de Chriſto Scriptura ibi lo- 
quatur) vel ad Divinitatem ſpectat, vel ad Virtutum Speciem 
& For mam, quibus cunctos facile ſuperavit. 
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and which ſhould be explained of the Beauty 


af his Soul and of his Godhead, 


* Cappellus, a learned Proteſtant, writes 
with the ſame Temper. * Chriſt, ſays he, 
&« in the Days of his Fleſh, did not appear to 
« the Eyes of Men in an elegant Dreſs, with 
* any ſplendid or magnificent Ornament 
« about him. He made no Auguſt Appear- 
*. ance, or had any thing of a Venerable and 
& Majcſtick Gravity in his Countenance. 
& He ſhew'd no Statelineſs in his Gait, no- 
te thing haughty or imperious in the Air of 
« his Body, as we obſerve in Kings, Mon- 
* archs, Princes and Nobles. But he was 
ce very plain and unaffected, tho' not ſlo- 
« venly. His Face was not deformed and 
ugly, but neither very handſome, his 
* Countcnance dejected; his Gait far from 

being 

* Chriſfus in Diebus Carnis ſuæ fuit in Oculis Hominum 
non eleganti Cuſtu, neque ſplendido neque magnifico O-natu, 
non auguſta quadam Specie, neque veneranda & gravi Oris 
Majeſtate, non incèſſu ſuperbo, non Corporis Habitu pom- 
patico & faſtuoſo, quales ſolent eſſe Reges, Monarchz, Mag- 
nates & Proceres ; {:d fuit fimplici valde & inaffectato Cultu 
etſi non ſordido, Facie non quidem deformi & turpi, ſed ne- 
que valde fot moſd; Vultu demiſſo, inceſſu minimò ad Nume- 
ros compoſito, ſed ſim plici, humili denique & deſpecta plane 
Specie, atque ejuſmodi Corporis Habitu, in quo nil niſi vul- 


are & plebeium Oculis ſpectantium conſpiciendum ſc præ- 
— Cappell, ad Iſai. lit, v. 13. 
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ee being regular and according to Time, but 
& without Art. In ſhort, his whole Form 
% was perfectly mean and of no regard; 
« and the Turn of his Body could g ffer no- 
« thing to the Eyes of thoic who look'd 
« upon him, but what was vuigar and of 
e the mcaneſt ſort, ” 


THESE arc the Authorities I have col- 
lected, to prove that CHriſt had not the Ad- 
vantages of Beauty to recommend him. It 
appcars, that the Chriſtians of the firſt Ages 
(who had the beſt Opportunities of Inquiry) 
belicy'd that the Perſon of our Saviour was 
rather ill-favour'd than graceful and inviting ; 
and this Opinion ſeems to receive further 
Confirmation from the following Obſcr- 
vations. _ 


FRO M the twelfth to the twenty=ninth 
Year, (lays * Lightfoot) the Life of Chriſt is 
paſſed over by the Evangeliſts; thoſe Vears in 
which we hear nothing of him he ſpent at Na- 
gareth, at his Father's Trade: and this did 
more eſpecially cloud him from the Eyes of 
the Jews; they would not own him for the 

| Chri/t, 
* His Works Fol. Vol. 1. Harmony of the New Teſtament. 
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Chriſt, on the account of the Meanneſs of 
his Appearance and Education, for they 
looked for the Meſſiah in a pompous Garb. 
After the Death of Joſeph, he was no more 
called * the Carpenter's Son, but the Car- 
penter; and ſubmitted, as one of the Anci- 
ents tells us, to make Ploughs and Yokes for 
Oxen, to cut down Trees, and to build 
Houſes. And this the Sacred Hiſtory does 
not only intimate, but it is generally aſ- 
ſerted by the Writers of the Church : A 


Thing ſo notorious, that the Heathens uſed 


to object it as a Reproach to Chriſtianity, 


Thence that ſmart and acute Repartec, 


which a + Chriſtian School-maſter made to 
Labienus, the famous Orator at Antioch, 
when upon Julian's Expedition into Perſia 
(where he was killed) he asked in Scorn, 
what the Carpenter's Son was now doing ? 
The Chriſtian replied; with Salt cnough, 
that the Great Artificer of the World, whom 


he 


Compare Matt. xiii. 55. with Mark vi. 3. Hilary ima» 
gined that Joleph was à Smith or Farrier. Jeſu, Fabri erat 
Filius Ferrum Igne vincentis. Cardinal Hugo makes him 4 
Goldſmith ; but does not diſapprove their Opinion, who ſay, 
he was a Maſon. Theophilus of Antioch and St. Ambroſe, 


| are not again/t his being a Smith, ſmce he work'd with Fire and 


Bellows. Hilar. in Matth. xiii. Hugo in Mare. vi. Amb.in Luc. 
Theophyl. in Matt. xiii. Juſtin Martyr Dial. cum Tryph, 
+ Theodoret. Hiſt. Eccl. I. 3. c. 18. 
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he ſcornfully called The Carpenter's Son, 
was making a Coffin for his Maſter Julian; 
the News of whoſe Death was brought ſoon 
after. Now a Perſon of this laborious Mecha- 
nical Employment, one would ſuppoſe, could 
make but a ſlender pretence to Beauty; for 
had he been naturally ever ſo handſome, yet 
the Hardſhips attending this Trade, make the 
Body ſtoop, and the Shoulders thick, they 
chop the Hands, ſpoil the Features of the 
Face, and taint the Complexion. Beſides, our 
Saviour all this while ſeemed to have been ex- 
ceeding poor, to have wanted even the com- 
mon Neceſſaries of Life. This Diſtreſs and Po- 
verty are Severities that will pervert and de- 
face the fineſt Shape and the ſweeteſt Coun- 
tenance; The Son of Man had not where 
to lay his Head. To work hard all Day, 
and to have no Conveniency of a Lodging 
for Sleep and Repoſe at Night, to lie abroad 
in thc open Air, and bear the Inclemencies 
of Heat and Cold, without Cover or Pro- 
tection, are Miſeries that the moſt calamitous 
ſeldom are expoſed to, and render the Per- 
{on of the Sufferer lean, languid and cmaci- 
ated, diſagreeable and unſightly to look 
upon. 


Fo 
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- To conclude the Teſtimonies on this 
fide 3 Had the Body of Chriſt been ſet off 
with thoſe Charms and Accompliſhments' 
that ſome have applied to it, the Malice of 
the Jews would have been apt to have 
charg'd him with being looſe and effeminate, 
with ſeducing weak Women, who always 
followed him from his firſt Preaching to 
his Crucifixion : He lodgd at the Houſe = 
of Martha and Mary, he ſuffer d a Wo- 
man 70 Waſh his Feet, and to wipe them 
with the Hairs of her Head, and another 
poured out à Box of precious Ointment up- 
on his Head. It would have been a ſtrong 
Pretence of accuſing him of fomenting cri- 
minal Paſſions, and of alluring Women 
by his Beauty, had his Perſon been graceful, 
lovely and majeſtick, Advantages which 
never fail to attract Affection and Eſteem. 
But the Caſe ſcems to have been far other- 
wiſe, for he was inſulted and ſcorn'd by his 
* Relations ; Mary Magdalen took him for 
a Gardcner, even after his Reſurrection; 
and the Evangeliſts, one would ſuppoſe, , 4 
were ſo particular in deſcribing the Cir- 
O cumſtances * 


® 7ohn xx, 15. 
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cumſtances of his Transfiguration, to {new 
that he had naturally nothing of that ſhz- 
ning Luſtre and Brightneſs in his Counte- 
nance, and that he appeared in a manner 
wholly diFerent from what he uſed to be; 
* His Face ſhone as the Sun, and his Rai- 
ment was white as the Light. In ſhort, 
the Chriſtians were frequently upbraided 
by the Heathens with the Meanneſs of our 
Lord's Appearance, which they were ſo far 
from denying, tnat they gloried in it ; it 
was more admirable and divine they urged, 
that the Meſſiah being poor and contempti- 
ble in the Eyes of Men, without the Ad- 
vantages that attend a high Birth, a graceful 
Perſon, and an univerſal Applauſe, ſhould 
be able to ſucceed in introducing a new 
Religion, in ſpreading ſo heavenly a 
Doctrine, in making lo prodigious a Change 
in the World, than if he had the Charms 
of Beauty, or the Ornaments of Riches, 
of Eloquence, or Learning, to recommend 
him. + 5 11 59 


* Matt. xvii. 2. Mark ix. 3. 

+ Tertul, adverſ. Marcion. | 

Mihi vindico Chriſtum, mihi defendo Jeſum, quodcunque 
illad Corpuſculum ſit, quoniam habitum, quoniam con ſpectum 
fuit, ſi inglorius, ſe ignobilis, ſi inhonorabilis, Mews erit Chriſtus. 


FINIS. 


